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EARTH-KINDTM ROSES

TODD L. CUTTING, MASTER GARDENER

I overheard someone say that the roses at the Rockport First United Methodist Church were the finest rose specimens she had ever seen and she had traveled to England and Australia just to see rose gardens.  This little rose garden, composed of four different hybrid tea varieties, is located at the church entrance at St. Mary’s and Church Streets.  Harold, the gentleman that cares for this garden, when was asked how he does it, said, “Prune, fertilize, water, and spray.”  He’s suspected of having some “secret recipes”.

You, too, can have fabulous roses.  Find out Harold’s “secret formula”, or just follow the Earth-KindTM   way, Texas A & M University’s research proven method for growing beautiful landscape roses without all the work, constant attention and secret formulas.  The goal of the Earth-KindTM Environmental Landscape Management System is “for Americans to enjoy beautiful, productive landscapes requiring only minimal maintenance while providing maximum protection for the environment.”

The Earth-KindTM   Rose Research Program is almost 20 years old.  This program has evaluated literally thousands of rose varieties against the following criteria:


Provide ideal landscape roses that are carefree and require little effort;

Provide roses that require little water once established, need little or no supplemental fertilizer;

Provide roses that do not need insecticide or fungicide sprays;

Provide roses that can be grown in soil amended with locally produced mulch or compost.

I planted my first roses in 2007.  I now have approximately 100 bushes.  Some are Earth-KindTM, most are not.  Only one is a hybrid tea, Paul Neyron.  The rest are Old Garden Roses selected for disease resistance.  Organic mulch/compost was used at planting, mostly mulch from the transfer station.  I have never sprayed an insecticide or fungicide.  I watered once in August, 2009 during the drought.

I lost one rose in 2007 to Texas leafcutter ants.  One, Strike-It-Rich, a floribunda, was lost in 2008 to black spot, a fungus.  I lost several in 2009 to a pest you’ll never guess, GOPHERS.  These sneaky devils tunnel underground up to the base of the plant, leaving no sign above ground.  Then they gnaw at the larger roots and base of the bush, eventually girdling it and killing it.  At first you think it needs water because a branch or two may be wilting.  If you let the hose run on it for a while, the gopher hole may open up and you realize what the problem is.  Or you can press around the bushes with your foot and feel the soil give in an area.  Dig around and you’ll find the gopher hole.

Trap the beast if you can.  Then you’ll know you eliminated the problem.  Water deeply and cut back the top to compensate for the loss of root structure.  With luck you’ll save the plant.  You might want to propagate some cuttings at this point.

Hopefully, you are now interested in starting an Earth-KindTM rose garden.  If you are, start by making some wire cages to put around the root ball of each rose plant using small mesh chicken wire or half-inch hardware cloth.  This will prevent the gopher from getting to the base of the plant and chewing on it and allow your plants to get well established before the wire disintegrates.

There are now seventeen rose cultivars or varieties that have been designated Earth-KindTM:  Belinda’s Dream, Caldwell Pink, Carefree Beauty, Climbing Pinkie, Duchesse de Brabant, Ducher, Else Poulsen, Georgetown Tea, Knock Out, Marie Daly, Mutabilis, Perle d’Or, Seafoam, Spice, and The Fairy.  Designated this year, 2010, are Reve d’Or and Cecile Brunner.

Reve d’Or was named in 1869.  It is classified as a Noisette, is 10 feet wide by 18 feet tall, medium yellow with double flowers and repeat blooms.  It is fragrant, a vigorous climber, and nearly thornless.

Cecile Brunner was named in 1881.  It is a polyantha, 4 feet wide by 3 feet tall.  Flowers are a light pink, double, and repeat blooms.  It is fragrant.

Photos of all the Earth-KindTM roses can be found at http://aransas-tx.tamu.edu.  Go to Aggie Horticulture then to Earth-KindTM.

Texas AgriLife Extension - Aransas County office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport.  For more local gardening news, visit the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener website www.aspmastergardeners.org. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. 

