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Weeds

By: Lonnie Matthew, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

First comes the question-what is a weed? The simplest answer is that a weed is a plant out of place. When a plant interferes with the tidiness of our flowerbeds, the clean sweep of our lawns, the size of the harvest, or even our personal well being, it is a weed. Many of those plants are, in fact, beneficial in some circumstances, and others, which started as great garden plants (purple loosestrife (Lythrum salicaria); Japanese honeysuckle  (Lonicera joponica) have gotten out of control and become invasive and extremely destructive.

Weeds become pests because of their adaptability and their abundance. Most successful weeds have a number of the following characteristics to thank, though luckily, very few have them all:

· Longevity-germinate in a range of conditions, welcoming or otherwise.

· Germination-discontinuous germination to prevent all seeds from sprouting at once.

· Seed-rapid growth and the production of very large amounts

· Dispersing-efficient means of dispersing its seeds, leading to strong, hardy growth, competing with the surrounding plants.

· Chemicals-poisoning the soil with chemicals that are released from the roots.

· Resistance-greater disease and pest resistance.

Because there are hundreds, if not thousands, of weeds, here are a few general guidelines to keep them at bay. Let sleeping seeds be. Digging and cultivating brings weed seeds to the surface. If you are creating a new bed, try the following suggestions. Mulch and don’t give weeds the chance to see light. There are a variety of mulches available. With our sandy soil, we need to keep mulch 3-5 inches deep. If you have clay soil, 2 inches may be sufficient. Weed early and often. Young weeds go down easier than older ones. Chop off their heads. If you can’t yank them out, then deadhead them before they go to seed. Space your plants close together. Planting tightly shades the soil between emerging weeds. You know what this means; you are just going to have to buy more plants. Water your plants, not your weeds; except when you are hand pulling the weeds. They come out easier if the ground is wet.

There are some common weeds that we see here in Aransas and San Patricio County and they include grassy weeds and broadleaf weeds.

Grassy weeds include Crabgrass (Digitaria spp.). It is dispersed by seed and broken sections of stem will re-root at joints. The treatment is hand pulling.  Use a pre-emergent herbicide in early spring or use a spot herbicide. Foxtail (Setaria spp.) is dispersed by seed.  Treatment is hand pulling or hand hoe. Shake off extra dirt and add to compost pile.

Broadleaf weeds include Plantain (Plantago major) It is dispersed by seed.  Treatment is hand pulling, dandelion fork, trowel, or spot herbicide. Shake off extra soil and add to compost pile. Dandelion (Taraxacum officinale) is dispersed by seed. Treatment is hand pulling, dandelion fork, mowing, or using a spot post-emergent herbicide in spring or early fall. Be sure to follow all directions. White Clover (Trifolium repens) has spreading roots. Treatment is hand pulling, or hoe.  Shake off excess soil and add to compost.  You may also use a spot herbicide.

There are obviously many more common, local weeds including; dollarweed, poison ivy, greenbriars, goldenrod, and ragweed that can’t be commented on in a short article. An excellent local resource for further information is the AgriLife Extension office, where you can find pamphlets, book lists and web resources as well as Master Gardeners.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

