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GARDEN ART AND DECORATION

By Jeanna C. Godfrey, DVM, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener 

When decorating a garden area it is important to decide on a theme. Ideally, any garden art or statuary should complement the theme introduced by the surrounding plantings. Garden themes abound and are only limited by the imagination, but some of the more common include formal, cottage, oriental (Japanese), Mediterranean, and nature (wildlife). Once a theme has been established, garden decor such as birdbaths, fountains, archways, trellises, and containers can provide focal points within the garden to re-emphasize the theme.

The same basic principles of good landscaping apply when choosing and placing garden art and decoration. Focusing on a theme for your garden is one of the first steps toward satisfying the landscape principle of unity. For example, if you want to create a butterfly garden you could use plants known to attract these winged jewels as well as statues, ornaments, and other décor related to butterflies. If you have a large landscape and plan on having several themes or “garden rooms”, you can maintain unity across these rooms by repetition - utilizing one or two consistent elements across all the areas, such as color schemes, textures, or size.  

Another important landscape principle to consider when selecting garden décor is proportion. This simply refers to the size of all the elements in the garden in relation to each other. For example, if you have a small courtyard garden, a huge six-foot statue placed in the center would dwarf all other garden elements and appear way out of proportion. Alternately, a small two-foot waterfall and pond placed in the center of a large open yard would look disproportionately lost in the overall picture. However, that same small water feature could be used to center a theme or “room” within a larger garden by surrounding it with appropriate plants. 

Balance must also be considered when placing garden décor. There are basically two types of balance in landscape design - symmetrical and asymmetrical. Symmetrical balance means both sides of the garden are essentially mirror images. In terms of garden art, this type of balance is most often utilized in formal gardens, where fountains, statues, archways, and seating are repeated on both sides. Asymmetrical balance is more abstract and free form. While unity and repetition are very important when designing an asymmetrical landscape, it allows for much more contrast and flow within the garden.  Decorating a garden is always more interesting with asymmetrical balance.

Color adds an additional dimension when placing garden art and décor. Objects with bright colors such as reds, yellows, and oranges will seem to advance and actually appear closer to you. Cool colors like greens, blues, and most pastels seem to fade and appear farther away from you in the landscape.

What comprises garden “art” is truly in the eyes of the beholder. Plastic flamingos, gazing balls, birdbaths, bottle trees, mirrors, doors, windows, whirligigs, bathtubs, iron beds, bicycles, and a myriad of other objects have adorned gardens over the years. Following a few basic design principles will help you determine what (and how much) garden art you wish to include in your landscape. The most critical factor in choosing your garden décor is to make sure it reflects who you are - your colors, your interests, your likes - not simply what is the current “fad”. If your garden (and it’s décor) makes you and your family happy, then it is certainly a great landscape.
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