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FALL TREATMENT FOR IMPORTED RED FIRE ANTS

By Ronell K. Burke, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 


For many years Texas Gardeners have been dealing with the Red Imported Fire Ant (Solenopsis invicta) in lawns and gardens. Using the “Texas Two-Step Method” as part of your Integrated Pest Management (IPM), has proven effective. The “Two Step Method” isn’t the dance you do across your lawn as you try to escape the painful bites and stings from these creatures, but the application of broadcast baits and mound treatments. This method was developed by AgriLife Extension entomologists.


To begin, you should first determine that you do indeed have red imported fire ants and the rate of infestation. This can be done very easily by sticking a stick or pencil into the mound and observing the behavior of the ants. If they begin to quickly move toward and up the stick, they are probably the imported fire ants. Count how many mounds that you have in your lawn or garden. More than three to five mounds in your landscape warrants the application of baits and mound treatments.


Broadcast baits distributed over the lawn/landscape are readily available in nurseries and lawn and garden centers. Look for products containing active ingredients such as Spinosad, an organic insecticide or hydramethylnon, fenoxycarb or fipronil. All baits, whether organic or chemical are designed to be used when fire ants are foraging for food, when the soil-surface temperature is between 70-90 degrees. Adopting the Texas Two-Step Method this Fall will decrease the numbers of fire ants you have in the Spring.


Apply the bait using a hand held spreader set at the lowest setting in accordance with the instructions on the bag. Make a pass back and forth over the area to be treated and then pass perpendicular over the same area. Baits do not kill fire ants immediately and may take two weeks or so to eliminate the population.


Your next step is mound treatment. This is relatively easy since you have already located your mounds. Treat the mounds that pose an immediate threat to you and your family or pets. Not all mounds need to be treated since the broadcast bait has already been distributed. You have a choice of liquid drenches, dry dust treatments and granular products. Again, follow the label instructions carefully as you are treating. One hint, if you are using a product that directs you to water it into the mound, sprinkle the water gently. When mounds of fire ants are disturbed, the worker ants move the queen deeper into the mound for protection. Soaking the mound slowly will give you a better chance of eliminating the problem.


The use of citrus oil (d-limonene), pine oil (turpentine), pyrethrins or rotenone, mixed with water and used as a drench are forms of organic control. Removing mounds from vegetable/herb gardens and compost piles should be done with a shovel. Spread the mound on the driveway and drench with the chemical or organic product of your choice. Following the steps above this month will give you a reduction of fire ants in spring.

 The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

