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WHY THE HIDDEN GARDENS TOUR

By Maryellen Sherman, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

The Master Gardeners of Aransas/San Patricio are planning their eighth Hidden Gardens Tour for Saturday, May 3, from 9 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. There are 11 beautiful gardens on the tour. Tickets are $10 and will be for sale at “Green Acres”, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, and at “Green’s N Thing’s”, 801 Moore Ave., Portland, beginning April 1, 2008.

This year we have changed the season and opted for a Spring tour in place of the usual fall tour. Many reasons brought about this change, but the major one is- it is so difficult to ask fellow gardeners to keep their yards at peak beauty during the long hot summer for a fall tour. The gardens will be in their first flush of spring beauty. At each garden there will be a plant list specific for that garden. We also identify invasive plants so visitors will know what not to plant. Participants will learn about new plants and new design ideas to take home with them and use in their own gardens. 

The Hidden Gardens Tour and two plant sales each year are the major ways the Master Gardeners are able to raise funds to continue their educational programs. For the past two years the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners have been sponsoring scholarships to be given to college juniors and seniors in the horticulture area and sciences. The recipient can re-apply the following year. This year the process was changed to include sophomores to encourage and help students in two-year colleges to continue their studies. Another educational aspect we are very excited about is offering grants to teachers within the two counties to begin or to continue special projects that will benefit their students.

Projects like the Hidden Gardens Tour and plant sales help fund the monthly Brown Bag programs that are usually held in the Aransas County Library in Rockport. Additionally, there are five seminars scheduled this year where specialists are brought in to Rockport for a two to three hour talk on subjects such as soil and soil testing, vegetable growing, rainwater harvesting, growing trees and organic gardening.

The Master Gardeners have recently published “In Our Coastal Gardens, Native and Adapted Plants for the Coastal Bend”. The publication was designed to educate new residents on what to plant, and is filled with information on everything from mulching, to trees and shrubs and more. It is organized by plant type and size with color pictures of each plant that grows well in this area. It includes information on height, sun or shade, water requirements, bloom time and where the plant is native. Pictures of invasive plants are included so residents will know what not to grow.

The first Hidden Gardens Tour was held on May 6, 2000. In 2001 the Hidden Gardens Tour showcased gardens in Ingleside, Aransas Pass, Rockport, and Lamar. In 2004 it was held for the first time in the fall. The Master Gardeners began to wear hats decorated with many flowers and bugs to help advertise the garden tour. Now when people see us with our hats on they know we are ‘Master Gardeners’. We solicited sponsors for the first time in 2004 and raised $8,000 dollars that year enabling us to begin our Scholarship Program. At that time and for several years, the tour was only in Rockport. School buses took people on the tour or they could drive themselves. In 2007, and again this year, we have gardens in the two county area in Rockport, Aransas Pass and Portland. It is a self-guided tour. We have many wonderful sponsors. Major sponsors are noted on special garden signs during the tour and all sponsors are included in the Hidden Gardens Tour brochure.


Your participation in taking the tour not only nets you a wealth of gardening information but also helps support on-going horticulture education programs in our community.

The Texas Agrilife Extension's Aransas County Office can be reached by calling 790-0103. or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the AgriLife Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

