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GROW YOUR OWN PLANTS FROM CUTTINGS

By Vicki Coble, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

Spring is here and the landscape is sprucing up itself. The welcomed satiny-look of new growth is appearing on all the shrubs, trees, ferns, etc, and that new growth is presenting us with opportunities for taking cuttings and growing our own plants for the yard and flowerbeds. So that’s what this article will cover, hopefully with clarity and simplicity, and step-by-step.

First, let’s cover the few items you will need to have on hand. A pair of sharp, disinfected clippers, half-gallon or one-gallon containers/pots with bottom holes to allow for good drainage, finely composed potting mix, a pail for water, rooting hormone, one pencil, a very small brush, (like one used for watercolors) and clear gallon-size plastic bags.

Before taking cuttings, fill the gallon containers with potting mix and saturate thoroughly, soaking through three or four times and allow to drain completely.

Cuttings should be taken from the mother plant’s newer growth that is several weeks old. If the new growth is too immature, it will dry out quickly. On the other hand, we are not looking for growth hardened with bark-like exteriors.

Try to get your cuttings collected early in the morning while outer stems hold the most moisture. Place the cuttings in water immediately, keeping them out of direct sunlight. It is important to retain as much moisture in the cutting as possible.

Choose a healthy ‘softwood’ outer stem and cut below four to five sets of leaves. Where each leaf has grown from is called a node. Remove the lower two or three sets of leaves, leaving the nodes bare. When planted, the cutting will have two sets of leaves just above the soil line.  Remove any buds or blooms from the top of the cutting, as its energy needs to go towards forming roots, not supporting blooms.

Insert a pencil in the moistened soil wherever you will be inserting a cutting. You may have more than one hole in a container if you wish to place more than one cutting in each. This can help insure success, and the new plants can be separated at a later date.

Use of rooting hormone is highly recommended and beneficial, even though it is not absolutely necessary. The powder can be brushed on the bare nodes and end of cutting. You can also roll the cutting in the rooting hormone, tapping off any excess.  Sprinkle the powder on a clean sheet of paper or plastic. When you are finished planting your cuttings, discard any unused powder as it is contaminated. Do not return any unused powder to its container. Place dusted cuttings in prepared holes and gently press soil in and around them.

Label and date the clear plastic storage bags. Turn bags upside-down and slide down over the pot completely. You have now created a mini-greenhouse.

Important! Leave the cuttings covered for fourteen days in indirect light at seventy to eight-five degrees temperatures. No full sun. You have prepared them with adequate moisture to survive while roots are forming. You will notice the upper bags ‘sweating’. When the bags are removed, give them a light feeding of fertilizer that has been dissolved in water. Watch them for a day and if they begin drooping, cover them again for a few days.  f they look perky and healthy, you have a brand new plant!! Leave them in their pots until they have formed a substantial root system, probably at least two months before planting in the ground or moved to a larger pot. You’ll love this and don’t give up if at first you don’t succeed. Most likely you will be successful. 

Contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at the Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office, by phone at 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

