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BLUEBONNETS FOR EVERYONE – UP NORTH TOO!

By Elayne Arne, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

Everyone loves the March and April show of bluebonnets in Texas. Did you Winter Texans know it might be possible for you to have your own late summer spectacular Texas bluebonnet show in your northern climate this fall? How about even Canada? As so many of you are leaving soon to return north here are some tips about growing bluebonnets as a late summer to fall annual for a little bit of Texas at your northern home this fall. A later article will address the time frames for growing bluebonnets here on the Texas Coast.


Bluebonnets are annuals wherever they grow. They are known to naturalize only in Texas. Be sure to purchase the commercially scarified seed that is easily found at Texas nurseries. It has been through a chemical process that creates an 80% germination rate versus only a 20% rate for unprocessed seed. 


Long time Winter Texan, Lois Corbett, from Tweed, Ontario, Canada reports her success with growing Texas bluebonnets (Lupinus texensis) as an annual in Canada. She starts by purchasing seed here. When she arrives home seeds are planted at the end of April although the frost-free date is not until the end of May where she lives. The day before planting, Ms. Corbett lets the seed sit in room temperature tap water overnight. She says she additionally used to nick the seeds (a mechanical means of scarification) but has learned that did not make that much difference. Most likely her purchased seeds are already chemically scarified.

Surface scatter seed and cover the seed but by just scratching lightly. Then water lightly. Don’t bother to scatter seed into grass. This is a waste of seed and only feeds the birds because the seed must be covered lightly to germinate. Like in Texas, the plant needs full sun of 8 to 10 hours. Also, sharp drainage – Do not overwater! Bluebonnets like almost drought-like conditions wherever they are growing. Don’t fertilize bluebonnets. They are legumes and create their own fertilizer via nitrogen fixing, symbiotic bacteria in their roots.

Ms. Corbett says to be patient; she may not see plants until the end of June or even into early July. Her little bit of Texas in Canada flower show begins in mid August and goes until into October. Frosts may come in September in her neck of the woods but she finds the plants to be lightly frost tolerant like pansies can be. Her plants have at times lived long enough to set seed. One year she was too busy to plant in the spring and was shocked to see the bluebonnets had self-seeded. They proceeded to put on their August through mid October performance. The winter before that spring had been relatively mild for Canada. Even so, a mild winter there would be much more severe than here. At times, plants can have the most amazing surprises for us.

So give bluebonnets a try, northern gardeners. If you have success growing bluebonnets as a northern annual this summer, please send us a postcard with any comments and your location. Address to Aransas/San Patricio County Master Gardeners, “Texas Bluebonnets for Everyone”, 301 N. Live Oak, Rockport, TX 78382. If we receive a lot of responses by late October, we will map and post those results on the Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office website, aransas-tx.tamu.edu, next November when we welcome back our Winter Texan friends yet again.

Contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at the Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office, by phone at 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

