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GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS

          TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

HIDDEN GARDENS TOUR & FALL PLANT SALE

By Linda T. Collins and Suzy Cook, Master Gardeners Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 29, 2007 for the annual Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener “Hidden Gardens Tour and Fall Plant Sale”. In case of rain, the event will take place October 6, 2007. Times are 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. for the Hidden Gardens Tour and 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. for the Fall Plant Sale. Garden Tour cost is $10.00. 

Arrive at Green Acres Demonstration Garden, 611 East Mimosa Street at Pearl Street (FM 2165), Rockport, Texas to purchase your ticket and map for this one-day event. Green Acres is the starting point for the tour and the location of the Fall Plant Sale where you can purchase those much-wanted plants that you have been hoping to buy and can’t find anywhere. The eleven Hidden Gardens on the tour are located in both Aransas County and San Patricio County. The following gardens will be on tour:

Green Acres 

Green Acres is one of the eleven gardens, so be sure to take the time to wander through the demonstration gardens that are continuously being updated and maintained by the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners. You will find lots of different gardens including the Children’s Discovery Garden, the Tropical Garden, the Asian Garden, the Coastal Bend Native Garden, and the Herb Gardens, to name just a few.  

Copano Hideaway 

In this garden on Copano Bay, you will see how salt-tolerant shrubs and trees protect more tender plants in a beautiful series of private garden rooms extending from the front of the property to the back.

The Return of the Natives 

One unfortunate side effect of preparing a site for building can be the destruction of native plants and wildlife habitat. These garden owners have painstakingly restored the native plants that birds and other wildlife depend on and, in the process, have created a serene wildscape for their own enjoyment.

Souvenir Garden

Plant collecting. Good garden design. We can’t even get them together in a sentence, but this garden shows that the two are not mutually exclusive. In this garden you will find unusual plants, beautiful garden design and impeccable maintenance.

Off to a Great Start

See what hard work and imagination can accomplish in less than two years on a site that used to be nothing but sand and scrub oaks. Vegetable and wildflower gardens are already well-established, and perennial beds are not far behind.

Mexicali Oasis

Carefully placed hardscape and imaginatively used yard art make this garden more reminiscent of Mexico than the suburban yard it actually is. Be sure to see the garden planted just for the master bath.

Sea Breeze

Two delightful landscaping challenges, proximity to salt water and to a golf course, shaped the design of this garden. Here you will find good use of salt-tolerant plants, thoughtful placement of patios and decks to insure privacy, and great views in all directions.

Butterfly Favorites 

If they know what’s good for them, the birds and butterflies will be here sipping nectar from their favorite plants. Will you?

Tropical Cottage Garden

This small-scale, large-impact garden is a tropical paradise, lushly and imaginatively planted for beauty, serenity and privacy.

Something Fishy

Large tropical plants and a spectacularly framed water feature make this hidden garden a delightful getaway.

Labyrinth

Need some quiet time? Then be sure to visit the labyrinth, which should not be confused with the maze in which one may become lost. It is believed that by walking through the labyrinth that it can bring about a relaxed mental attitude. So give it a try! 

All proceeds will benefit continuing landscape development at Green Acres, the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener’s Demonstration Garden in Rockport and continuing community horticulture education programs sponsored by the Master Gardeners. For pre-registration tickets and/or questions contact the Aransas County Texas Cooperative Extension Office, Rockport, Texas at 361-790-0103, Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. or send email to aransas-tx@tamu.edu.

