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GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS,

TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

FEBRUARY GARDENING TASKS – CARING FOR SHRUBS AND TREES, PLANTING ROSES, FLOWERS AND VEGETABLES

By Elayne Arne, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners


Even though the calendar and occasional cold fronts say winter, anyone who has lived in Aransas or San Patricio County very long knows that February is a transition month and spring is usually at hand by month’s end. Because heat can quickly be upon us its time to get some yard work done in preparation for spring activity. If you planted and transplanted new trees and shrubs in January, that was a smart thing to do and the right time to do it. Recent January cool rains will help their roots get established better than any irrigation can. However, you can still plant new trees and shrubs this month. Here are other February tasks as we prepare for spring.


Very few species, other than natives do well in sand alone so it will make a big difference to your garden’s success if you prepare beds well. The addition of organic material helps soil hold moisture and adds nutrients. Organic material includes compost, composted manure, pine bark, sphagnum peat moss, etc. Several inches should be worked into the beds plus a balanced fertilizer according to label directions.


Fertilize newly planted trees or shrubs only when they have begun to grow. The tender new growth that fertilizing stimulates can still be nipped in February. Fertilize just lightly the first year. Karen Woodard, Texas State Urban Forester, says its okay to buy trees that look too large for their pots. They will be anxious to get loose and spread their roots. Be sure to loosen up any roots that were tightly circling the root ball in the pot and the freed roots can more quickly begin their stretch into new territory. A very large tree or shrub will need extra watering and care as it establishes. For that reason and considerations of cost, many people select small to medium sizes of 4 –6 feet. This size tree or shrub establishes well without the extra care involved with larger specimens.


February is an excellent time to select and plant potted roses to fill in bare spots in the garden. Valentines Day is the accepted date for pruning established roses, except for climbing and once-blooming varieties. These should be pruned after they bloom in spring. When pruning ever-bearing species, remove dead, dying and weak canes, but leave four to eight healthy canes. Remove about half of the top growth and height of the plant. Always make cuts at an angle right above a stem bud. Remember, the direction the bud is pointing is the direction the new cane will grow. Climbing roses should be trained but not pruned until after they have their first bloom period. Weave long canes through opening in trellises or arbors. Add eyehooks to wooden fences to which the plants can be tied with jute ties or plastic wire plant ties. Securing canes now prevents wind damage and they are easier to work with at this stage if you are training them.


When pruning shrubs, follow these steps: (a) prune out any dead or damaged branches first; (b) thin out by removing about one-third of the canes or stems at ground level, removing the oldest canes only and (c) shape the rest of the plant but don’t give it a “flat-top”. For spring flowering shrubs such as Indian hawthorn and azaleas, prune after flowering. Prune evergreens and summer-flowering trees and shrubs such as crape myrtle by late February.


Are you getting tired yet? There’s much more to the later part of this busy gardening month. Fertilize winter annuals like pansies again for continued flowering. Summer and fall flowering perennials should be dug and divided just as they begin their new growth. Shade and ornamental trees as well as fruit and nut trees should be fertilized this month.

If you have mature bearing citrus trees, Extension fruit specialist recommend a one time application of fertilizer in February or you can split the application in two, with two thirds in February and one third in May. If the percentage of nitrogen in the fertilizer is less than 15%, apply 1 pound per inch of trunk diameter yearly. When the percentage of nitrogen is above 20, use 0.75 pound or less per inch of trunk diameter per year. One pound of fertilizer is about 2 cups. For other trees and shrubs fertilize more lightly using about half of the recommended amounts for citrus per inch of diameter. For all trees and shrubs spread the fertilizer starting out away from the trunk, going under the canopy and slightly beyond the drip line.


For vegetable enthusiasts, starts of tomatoes and peppers can be set out but they will need to be protected against a frost or even cold winds. Spring annuals to consider planting late this month include alyssum, begonia, daisy, dianthus, phlox, aster, verbena, and petunia. Bluebonnets purchased as nursery plants need to be in the ground by Valentine’s Day. February is too late to start them from seeds so buy plants and get them in the ground soon.


A free Brown Bag is scheduled Feb 20th, “Growing Roses in the Coastal Bend”, noon – 1:30 PM at the Aransas County library.

Questions about horticulture in Aransas or San Patricio County? Contact a Master Gardener at Aransas County Texas Cooperative Extension Office, phone 790-0103, M- F, 8-5 PM, 611 East Mimosa.

Also don’t miss “Green Acres” Public Demonstration Gardens, 611 East Mimosa, Rockport, which is co-located with the Offices of Texas Cooperative Extension Service. The Gardens are free and open to the public during daylight hours, 7 days a week.

