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Crickets are an annual sign of fall and the little chirpers are here now.  Crickets belong to the same order of insects as katydids and grasshoppers.  Except for a few exceptions they possess two sets of wings – a tough outer pair which protects the filmy inner pair that does the actual flying.  They all have extremely powerful lets and can jump many times their length.  Cricket legs are also used to produce the loud chirping sounds.

Almost 1,000 species of crickets exist.  The most common are field and house crickets but camel, mole, and Jerusalem species also may be found.  Most don’t fly but can jump long distances. They feed on plant foliage as well as small insects, and live in burrows they dig beneath rocks, wood or other debris.  Female field crickets lay from 150-400 eggs underground in fall that hatch the following summer into nymphs which begin wingless, but as they go through several molts, eventually reach the winged adult stage.  Smaller, light yellowish-brown house crickets usually breed outdoors but also live and reproduce indefinitely indoors, laying from 40 to 170 eggs in cracks, crevices, and behind baseboards.  Adults develop in about 2 months and hide in dark places during the day, coming out at night to feed and chirp.  They ear any type of fabric from cotton to fur, with a preference for sweat-stained clothes; they also nibble leather, rubber and foodstuffs.

Mole crickets have hairy bodies and as their name suggests, burrow and remain underground during the summer.  In some parts of the south they cause extensive damage to grass in the same way moles do.  One of their prime predators is the cricket hunter, a species of wasp which hunts down crickets or grasshoppers, paralyzes them with venom and then carries them home to feed their young.

Crickets can be nuisances when they appear in large numbers, making sidewalks slippery, covering buildings and chirping incessantly.  Normally they live and breed outdoors where they may damage garden plants but they become really pesty indoors not only with their incessant chirping but also when they damage fabrics and other materials.  Both house crickets and field crickets invade buildings.  The best management tool is prevention.  Seal cracks and other openings so they can’t get in and caulk crevices inside where they may hide.  Outside, keep garbage and other refuse covered and remove weeds and debris near the house.  Yellow or sodium vapor outdoor lights are less attractive to crickets than incandescent light.  Insecticides can be used as a last resort where crickets can’t be controlled by other means.  When using a spray indoors, be sure it is approved for inside use.

