BECOME A MASTER GARDENER

ARANSAS COUNTY GARDENING

By Joan Howie, Master Gardener Volunteer

Texas Agricultural Extension Service

LEAD I

July is not a gardener’s friend.

LEAD II

Sometimes by the end of July, gardeners may become soil deprived.

  Not only is it too hot to work safely outdoors for long periods, but it is a little early to do many fall gardening chores.  This is a good time to consider becoming an Aransas or San Patricio County Master Gardener.  Sponsored by the Aransas County office of the Texas Agricultural Extension Service, a new class is starting August 7, 2001 and ending December 11.  Sixteen weekly sessions will be held in Rockport from 1:30 to 5:00p.m. on Tuesdays, exact location to be determined. This is an excellent opportunity to learn about horticulture from the experts just in time for the fall garden season. Later, that knowledge can be shared with the community through volunteer service.

Aransas County Extension Agent Darlene Locke says the classes will cover all aspects of gardening and will be taught by various horticultural specialists.  Cost is $125 with $50 being refunded on completion of initial 50 hours of volunteer service, twenty five hours of which must be performed at Green Acres, the home of the County Extension Service.  The fee covers an invaluable Master Gardener handbook, teaching supplies and coffee.

Anyone taking the course will more than recoup the fee by learning to garden correctly.  Hundreds of dollars can be wasted by planting the wrong plants at the wrong time and in the wrong place.  Add to that the purchase of an insecticide when a fungicide was needed; lawn fertilizer with less than optimal formulation; irrigating at inappropriate times using too much water; and spraying chemicals when a strong blast from the hose is all that is needed and we are talking really big bucks!

To see what local Master Gardeners in Aransas and San Patricio Countries have accomplished, visit the Hummingbird Garden at the Rockport-Fulton Area Chamber of Commerce or the Hummingbird/Butterfly Garden at the Fulton Mansion as well as numerous gardens developed at Green Acres, the official home of the Aransas County Extension Service located at 611 E. Mimosa.  Other areas of service that Master Gardeners have been responsible for include classroom gardens at local schools and other child oriented programs, the “Secret Garden” tour, this gardening column in local newspapers, and talks to many area organizations.  (A Master Gardener can be a program chairman’s best friend!)  These knowledgeable volunteers are also available to answer questions that local gardeners may have.  There are many other opportunities, depending on the interests and skills of the volunteers.

For more information or to obtain an application, call the Aransas County Extension Office, 361-790-0103.  To see what is going on at this ever increasing site, visit the gardens at Green Acres, corner of Mimosa and Pearl Streets right across the street from the Aransas County Library parking lot.

