BECOME A MASTER GARDENER II

BY JOAN HOWIE

Aransas is noted for its volunteers – men and women who give their time, money and energy to help make life better for others. Some who are making a difference throughout Texas are master gardeners with the Cooperative Extension service. Following is the 2001 Annual Report from Texas A& M University on their volunteer activities.


Texas Master gardeners (TMG) focus their educational programs on a myriad of environmental issues – landscape water conservation, vegetable and landscape plant testing, solid waste management and environmentally safe fire and garden pest management.


TMGs are also committed to educating our next generation of gardeners using school gardening curricula including “Squirmy Wormy Recycles” “Cylinder Gardening” “Jurassic Gardening” and the Junior MG Program. TMGs have created or assisted in the development of these effective curricula which combine youth, leadership, gardening and the environment.


TMGs expand the human capacity of TCE by over 10 percent annually, contributing the volunteer service equivalent of 133 full time employees. In 2001, 5,329 TMGs in 98 counties provided 276,431 hours of service, providing a $4.2 million benefit to the State of Texas.


TMGs, along with TCE agent and specialist colleagues are committed to enhancing the quality of life for Texans through educational programs in horticulture and environment. Throughout communities and neighborhoods, TMGs coordinate and carry out beautification projects at schools, parks, libraries, courthouses, city halls and other public institutions. Within each project, they demonstrate research-based, environmentally-sound techniques and plant materials.


Speaker’s Bureaus provide significant outreach oppurtunities for TMGs, who make thousands of presentations annually, delivering TCE’s message to civic clubs, classrooms, garden clubs and other community organizations. 

The phenomenal growth of the TMG program continues, in just the past year the cadre of TMGs has increased by 28 percent (4,150 in 2000 to 5,329 in 2001) and the hours of volunteer service on behalf of our state has risen by 26 percent (219,815 hours served in 2000 to 276,431 served in 2001).

The TMG Program is the largest of its kind in the US. This program, comprised of dedicated volunteers and faculty, allows TCE to multiply its efforts and continue to expand educational programs to emerging audiences across the state.

Locally, the first Master gardener Program began in the fall of 1990. This tiny class began with only 2 of the volunteers from Rockport and training through San Patricio County. Since opening of the Aransas County Extension office, classes have grown each year. June 18th, 7 members of the latest class graduated at a dinner meeting held in the Rockport Fulton High School cafeteria. New MGs are Roberta Blackard, Barbara Caldwell, Annette Fowler, Donna McKinney, Paulette Rogers, B eth Wilson and Shirley Windhorst. Others in the class of 22 students will graduate after completeing their 50 hours of volunteer service. 

L. Logan Respess, Aransas County Extension Agent, is in charge of the Araasas/San Patricio County MG Program. For a tour of just one beneficial service to county residents, visit “Green Acres”, home of the Extension Service here and headquarters for local MG volunteers. This site of many demonstration gardens and children’s areas is located at the corner of Mimosa and Peral Streets, across from the Aransas County Library parking lot.

