FEBRUARY GARDENING TASKS – CARING FOR SHRUBS AND TREES, PLANTING ROSES, FLOWERS AND VEGETABLES

By Joan Howie


Even though the calendar and occasional cold fronts say winter, anyone who has lived in Aransas very long knows that February is a yellow light on the gardening highway and the greenlight of spring is just around the corner. It’s time to get in high gear or the optimum weather for yard work will pass us by. Smart gardeners have already transplanted existing trees or set out new ones and recent cool rains will help their roots get established better than any irrigation can. 


It makes a difference in the success of a garden as to how well the beds are prepared before planting, whether they will contain vegetables or ornamentals. Very few species, other than natives do well in sand alone. The addition of organic material helps soil hold moisture and also adds nutrients. Organic material includes compost, composted manure, pine bark, sphagnum peat moss, etc. Several inches should be worked into the beds plus a balanced fertilizer according to label directions.


Don’t fertilize newly planted trees or shrubs until hey have started to grow and then do lightly during the first year. When buying large trees or shrubs, especially bare-rooted ones, choose those that are small to medium sized – 4 to 6 feet. They will establish faster than oversized ones.


February is an excellent time to select and plant potted roses to fill in bare spots in the garden. Valentines Day is the accepted date for pruning established roses, except for climbing and once-blooming varieties. These should be pruned after they bloom in spring. When pruning ever-bearing species, remove dead, dying and weak canes, but leave four to eight healthy canes. Remove about half of the top growth and height of the plant. Always make cuts at an angle right above a stem bud. 


When pruning shrubs, follow these steps: (a) prune out any dead or damaged branches first; (b) thin out by removing about one-third of the canes or stems at ground level, removing the oldest canes only and (c) shape the rest of the plant but don’t give it a “flat-top”. Wait until after they finish blooming before pruning spring blooming shrubs such as flowerinf quice (Japonica), Indian hawthorn and azaleas.. Pruning of evergreens and summer-flowering trees and shrubs should be completed by late February.


Fertilize pansies again for continued flowering and don’t forget to water when needed. Dig and divide summer and fall flowering perennials just before they start their spring growth. Shade and ornamental trees as well as fruit and nut trees should be fertilized this month. TCE fruit specialists recommend using fertilizers with a 3-1-2 ratio of nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium at one pound per inch of diameter fro fruit trees, spread at the drip line. For other trees and shrubs use one half pound per inch of diameter.


 Transplants of tomatoes and peppers can be set out but they will need to be protected against a frost. Even cold wind are harmful to their leaves. Flowers that can be set out now include alyssum, begonia, daisy, dianthus, phlox, aster, verbena, geranium and petunia. Bluebonnets will be blooming in another month so transplants need to be set out now

