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START PREPARING YOUR SPRING GARDEN NOW
by Martha Habluetzel, Master Gardener

 
It's never too early to start preparations for your next garden.  Work has to be done before planting begins.  Spring planting will start around February 15th for most seeds, but much depends on when our last frost will be. 
 
First, select the proper area for your home garden.  Pick an area that will get at least six hours of sunlight, where there is a close water supply, where there is quality soil, and where there is good drainage. Before planting, remove all grass and other plants.  Till the area with a tiller or turn it over with a shovel at least 8" deep (up to 12" deep), which will let the roots of your vegetables grow deeper.   
 
The second preferred thing to do is to get a soil sample of the area you want to use.  Soil sample bags and forms are available at the County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension office:  
 
*Aransas County, 892 Airport Rd., Rockport, TX 78382. 
*San Patricio County, 219 N Vineyard St, Sinton, TX 78387-2613. 
*Nueces County, 710 E Main Ave Ste 1, Robstown, TX 78380-3148. 

It is important to have a soil test so that you know what is needed; basic tests are available for $12.00 and include a fertilizer recommendation.  You won't know what nutrient or fertilizer to add until you find out what it actually needs. 

 
You might want to consider preparing raised beds.  Many residents have sandy soil or clay, which isn't ideal for vegetables.  Do not use tires for a raised garden; the black tire will get too hot for the vegetables and the tire rubber will slowly release carcinogenic polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) and other toxic compounds into your soil, which can be absorbed into your plants.  Raised beds allow water to drain away from plant roots, provide furrows for irrigation, allow air to enter the soil, and help plants through periods of high rainfall.   
 
For one suggestion on how to build a raised garden, see How to Build a Raised Garden Bed at 
https://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu/solutions/raised-garden-beds/.  For this raised 4' x 8' raised bed, it is best to use cedar wood, which is naturally bug resistant.  You will need:  twelve 2” x 4” x 8' boards (sides), two 4” x 4” x 6' posts (corner posts), eighty 3" deck screws (fastening), one 6' x 10' woven landscape cloth, and twenty cubic feet of compost and twenty cubic feet of topsoil (the two need to be mixed well).   You should also purchase a bag of mulch to use around your plants to retain moisture, to reduce weed growth, and to help moderate the temperature of the soil in your bed. 
 
Another suggestion on a raised bed is the utilization of hay or straw bales as outlined by Master Gardener Debbie Roland, Compost Specialist, at https://www.oaoa.com/people/article_17b6ef7c-40cf-11e6-ae0b-cb89aedbe236.html. Bales are placed with strings on the sides and may be stacked.  The bales must be fertilized and watered to speed up the decomposition before used for planting.  I have personally used straw and hay bales in Ingleside with great success; I had the biggest and sweetest watermelon I have ever grown.  
 
All soils need the addition of well composted organic matter; add up to 4" of matter, but not more.  Organic matter loosens tight clay, helps sand hold more water and nutrients, makes soil easier to dig, and adds nutrients. Consider adding leaves, straw, grass clippings, composted manure, compost, composted sawdust (never add sawdust that hasn’t been composted), and green manure. 
 
Use herbicides, pesticides, and fertilizers with caution and per label instructions.  The label is the law.  Use fertilizer based on the needs of your soil; you might only need one primary element. The numbers on a fertilizer bag or bottle are always in the same order: (N) nitrogen, (P) phosphorous and (K) potassium. 
 
If you are going to be planting seeds, you need to start your seeds indoors now.  Some seeds take over a month to germinate and be ready to transplant, like tomatoes.  Please review Timely Tips for Starting Seedlings at Home for guidelines for your transplants.  
https://aggie-horticulture.tamu.edu/earthkind/landscape/starting-seedlings-at-home/ 
 
Enjoy your home garden! 
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