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Grow Your Own Plants
By Propagating Cuttings
By Vicki Coble, Master Gardener

It is never too early or too late to be thinking of growing your own plants from cuttings.  Such fun to look out in your yard one day and see your favorite plants thriving.  You did it, too!!

Some basics to cover first.  Outdoor temperatures should be at a minimum of 70 degrees. Warmer temperatures are okay because the potted cuttings will not be placed in direct sunlight nor near intense heat sources.  To do well they must be placed in plenty of outdoor shaded light.

Suggested supplies to have on hand includes:  Potting mix, 1 quart to 1 gallon containers that drain well, pencil, wax paper or white paper, plastic reseal able bags, clippers, scissors, rooting hormone, small artist’s paint brush, tags and labels.

Fill your containers ¾ full with potting mix. Water in the soil several times. This is the only watering the cuttings should get for first 2 weeks. With a pencil, poke 3 holes evenly spaced in soil, more or less as you prefer.

Early morning is the ideal time to take cuttings from the mother plant. The tips of her stems contain the most moisture. Cuttings must be kept out of direct sunlight, and preferably in water, until planted. They tend to dry out quickly if not cared for properly.

Length of cuttings will vary, but think of new growth from the mother plant. Cuttings should be 6 to 8  inches long with 5 to 7 layers of leaves if possible. You will be removing the bottom 2 to 3 layers from the stem/cutting. Remove buds, blossoms, and any brand new growth from top of cutting.  The cutting needs its energy for forming roots, not for supporting blossoms. We leave on the top leaves for needed photosynthesis to occur. If using cuttings with large leaves, like Hibiscus or Magnolia, cut them in half. Where we have removed the lower leaves very closely from the stem are what we call nodes.  Roots will grow from the nodes.

Place a small amount of rooting hormone on clean paper. Brush the moist nodes, stem, and bottom of stem with rooting hormone. You can also roll the cuttings in rooting hormone, tapping off excess. At no time do you return any unused rooting hormone to its container.  It is contaminated. Carefully insert the cutting in to the prepared hole in the potting mix, lightly pressing soil around the cutting. (This step is important.)  At least 3 to 4 treated nodes should be below surface. Prepare a label noting both common and botanical name, and date. Cover the container of cuttings with a plastic bag, size depending on volume of container used. 

As stated earlier, place the covered cuttings in shaded light.  There is no need to fertilize cuttings at this time, but the time will come later as signs of new growth appear, usually in two weeks or longer. You will notice shortly after the plastic bag covers the container, it will begin sweating inside. You have created a mini-greenhouse. Wait at least 2 weeks before uncovering for a look. If it’s droopy and you think it needs more time, moisten the soil and cover for a while longer.

We recommend leaving new plants in their pots for a few to several months to insure good root development. 

Something to remember about propagation from cuttings: we learn by doing.  If in one pot only 1 of 3 cuttings developed, be grateful. You will usually have more, and you will be pleased at your success rate. Native and adapted plants will always do best.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

