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Earth-Kind Spring Gardening

By Marilee Bell

Aransas San Patricio Master Gardener

One of the many joys of living in south Texas is we have two growing seasons.  The spring season will arrive around February 15th.  That date is used because it is the usual date of the last frost.  Most gardeners have been waiting, somewhat impatiently, to be able to start preparing for the spring planting and growing season.  Texas AgriLife Extension would like you to do this in a way that uses the Earth-Kind principles.  These recommended practices are designed with four goals in mind.  The first is to conserve water, which not only is kind to the earth, but saves you money.  The second goal is to reduce yard waste, which either ends up in our bay or in the landfill.  The third goal is to reduce the use of fertilizers and the fourth is to reduce the use of pesticides.

Texas AgriLife Extension-Aransas County will be offering “More Earth-Kind Gardening-Spring Evening Series”, a 6 week program, at their new location at 892 Airport Road, on Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 from March 1st to April 12th.  Each class is $10.00 but pre-registration is required.  

The first question most people ask is:  What should I plant?  This question will be covered in depth in the first three sessions.  The first class will cover the appropriate plants for this area.  It is truly amazing that when you plant the appropriate plant for the area, it has a very high chance of surviving our hot, dry climate which also may include a periodic freeze or flood.  Before you plant any plant, you should know the amount of sun received in that spot (remember the sun here is very hot, so 6 hours of sun would be enough for most plants requiring sun), the type of soil you have (sand or clay), and the wind direction.  If you arrive with this information, you’ll be able to choose from the impressive number of options.

The second class will focus on vegetables – which ones do best in this area and when and how they should be planted.  Again, your knowledge of the amount of sun, type of soil and wind direction will help you make the best choices.

Herbs are the focus of the third class.  One of the other joys of living here is being able to go out to your garden at any time of year and find fresh herbs to be used in your favorite recipes.

Some of us enjoy raising our own plants so the fourth class will be on propagation.  It will cover starting plants from seeds or cuttings.  Each participant will have the opportunity to practice what is taught and have plants to take home.

The fifth class will discuss the importance of proper pruning and fertilizing.  Plants can be badly injured with improper pruning.  With the correct skills, your plants will thrive.  This is particularly important if we’ve had a freeze.  Almost all plants will grow back if they are the right plants for this area and are pruned correctly.  Fertilizing – how and when- is another important item covered in this class.  Fertilizing at the wrong time or in the wrong amount can do great damage to your lawn and plants.  One bit of information you’ll need to bring with you is the square footage of your yard.  It is surprising how few people know this fact.  This is one case where guessing can have a dramatic impact on our bays and estuaries as well as your wallet.

The last class focuses on water use.  How long and how often should you water?  Most gardeners over-water their lawns and plants.  Most calls to the Texas AgriLife Extension office about plants not doing well are caused by overwatering.  Driveways and sidewalks do not get bigger by watering them either.   Whether you are watering by hand, with hoses, or have an automated system, each home gardener should know exactly where their water is going and for how long.  Water use is one of the most important issues facing our environment and the information from this class will help you make wise choices for your garden and save you significant money.

This Spring Evening Series was designed to help residents make the wisest choices for their landscapes that will meet their needs and be Earth-Kind as well.  If you would like to register for one or all of these classes please call Texas AgriLife Extension at 361-790-0103 or stop by their new office at 892 Airport Road.  Remember pre-registration is required!

Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361-790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E. Mimosa in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

