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ACTIONS TO REMEDY 
“TARR” IN A LAWN

By:  Todd L. Cutting, Master Gardener

Take All Root Rot (TARR) is a disease of turf grass causing large, dead areas, discussed in an article two weeks ago.  Below is a recommendation of what to do.  If you need more information on the disease, call the Aransas County Extension office at 790-0103.

The following steps should be taken in the order listed.  Having done these there is, unfortunately, no guarantee that the disease will be eradicated; TARR is a tough disease.  Make sure you are not watering any more frequently than once a week.  Let the soil dry out between watering so it is not a good environment for diseases to develop. 

1. Reduce the fungal population.

Apply a labeled fungicide in the proper way as directed by the label.  Rubigan (fenarimol) and Immunox (myclobutanil) have given good control.  Cleary 3336 WP (thiophanate-methyl) is also labeled for TARR.  The fungicide must be applied with plenty of water: 4 to 5 gallons per 1000 sq. ft.  It needs to be washed off the leaf blades and down into the thatch with ¼ to ½ inch of water immediately after application, before it has dried on the foliage.  The fungicide will be ineffective if it doesn’t penetrate through the thatch layer to the actual soil since the fungus lives in the soil.  Several inches of water may be necessary to accomplish this.  If this can’t be done, don’t apply the fungicide.  You will be wasting your time and money and not getting the desired result.

2. Repeat #1 in 30 days.

3. Modify the soil.  

St. Augustine grass grows best at a soil pH of 5.5 to 6.5.  Most of the soils in Aransas county are neutral to slightly alkaline, pH 7.0 to 7.8.  The soil pH needs to be lowered if it is in the neutral to alkaline range.  This can be accomplished by applying powdered sulphur at the rate of 3 to 5 pounds per 1000 ft. sq.  This will need to be watered through the thatch to the soil layer.  An annual soil test will determine if this needs to be repeated.

A soil test can also determine if the element manganese is available to the grass plants.  Alkaline soils can tie up manganese and make it unavailable to the grass even though there may be an adequate amount in the soil.

4. Modify the thatch and stolon area.

Apply sphagnum peat moss at the rate of 1 to 2 bales (3.8cuft) per 1000 ft sq.  Rake evenly through the leaf blades to the thatch layer.  Water in.  Peat moss is difficult to wet, but when raked into the turf to a relatively thin layer should moisten up .  The idea is to create an artificial acid soil layer which will benefit the grass and deter the fungus.

This is an inexpensive step and should be done even if the fungicide applications prove to be too expensive.  It has seemingly produced miracles on occasion. 

5. Maintain the St. Augustine grass.

Fertilize with ammonium sulfate (21-0-0) quick release fertilizer (which will also have an acidifying effect over time) or a slow-release fertilizer, especially in the fall.  Use no more than 1 pound of nitrogen per 1000 ft sq. per application.  Do not make more than 4 applications per year.

Mow St. Augustine grass at 2.5 to 3.0 inches high.  Shady areas should be cut at 3.0 to 3.5 inches.  Mow often enough to never remove more than 30% of the leaf blade per cutting.

Water seldom but deeply.  One inch of irrigation water at one time per week, spring and fall.  One and a half inches per week in summer.  Once a month during dormancy in the winter.

6. Replace sod.

If all the above fails and doesn’t stop the TARR, the sod must be replaced or a hodgepodge of grasses and weeds will invade the area.  In Aransas County, Bermuda grass will probably take over.  This is an acceptable ground cover for sunny areas, but not for shade.  Please note that it can be very aggressive. If you desire St. Augustine grass here is what to do:

Remove the remaining St. Augustine turf and soil to two inches deep. 

Apply appropriate fungicide as above.

Modify pH if necessary.  See above.

Apply sphagnum peat moss at 1 or 2 bales per 1000 ft.sq.  Till into soil to a depth of 4 to 6 inches.

Fertilize with a complete (13-13-13) fertilizer, 3 pounds per 1000 ft.sq.

Water thoroughly.  Firm (pack) down.

Lay sod.  Then water thoroughly and weekly.
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