CONTACT:  Nancy Freeman 361-790-0103













[image: image1.png]TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION




PUBLICATION DATE:  July 22, 2016
GROW WITH MASTER GARDENERS
By Ginger Easton Smith
County Extension Agent
Do you enjoy growing plants, learning new things about plants, bugs and pruning, and teaching others?   If so, the Master Gardener program might be for you.  Good news - the new Intern Class starts next week.  

In Texas, Master Gardeners is a program of Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, but the Master Gardener program is found in every state in the country.  Participants receive special training in horticulture and related topics and then share their knowledge with the community. They assist Extension to reach more people in its mission to provide information generated by research at A&M or other universities, as a free public service. 

The 2016 Master Gardener Intern Training in Aransas County starts August 2 and runs through November 15, with classes held on Tuesday or Wednesday afternoons.  Most are at the Aransas County Extension office at 892 Airport Rd. in Rockport, with a few classes at the South Texas Botanical Gardens and Nature Center, Corpus Christi.  You can still sign up, call the Extension office at 790-0103 now, or send an email to Aransas-Tx@tamu.edu.  

Topics covered include practical botany, gardening to attracting birds and butterflies, landscape plant selection and design, rainwater harvesting, integrated pest management, turfgrass, plant problems, tree and palm planting and maintenance, Earth Kind gardening, vegetable gardening, propagation, soils, fruits, composting, and native plants.  Classes are taught by Specialists and Agents from Texas A&M AgriLife Extension, Master Gardeners and other local experts in their fields.

After completing the training, volunteer hours are required to become a Certified Master Gardener.  Volunteer hours are spent doing various things, depending on the person’s interests.  They could include planting and maintaining Demonstration Gardens, answering garden and landscape related questions at the Extension office, providing or planning monthly Brown Bag presentations, teaching classes at the Extension office or for community groups, making Tree Team visits, and writing newspaper articles. Taking school and preschool children around Coastal Oaks Garden and teaching them about plants, soil, insects and related topics is another volunteer activity.  

The Master Gardener program was started more than 40 years ago by Washington State University, to expand the Extension Service’s reach in providing science-based horticultural information to home gardeners and communities.  The first Master Gardener class in Texas was held in 1979, and the program has grown steadily since then.
Nationwide, Master Gardeners is a program of the Cooperative Extension Service developed out of the land-grant colleges to extend the research findings of the college to citizens in their communities through cooperative support from the county, state and federal governments. The land-grant college in Texas opened in 1876 as The Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas, and has since grown into the Texas A&M University system. The Cooperative Extension Service here is called Texas A&M AgriLife Extension and here is supported by Aransas County.
 Master Gardeners in our community are members of the Aransas-San Patricio Master Gardeners, an active and effective association that, in turn, belongs to the Texas Master Gardeners Association.  The Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners provide an extremely valuable service to our community.  
Coastal Oaks Garden, the Children’s Garden and the Prairie Garden are demonstration gardens designed, planted and maintained by the Master Gardeners, and are located at the Aransas County Extension office at 892 Airport Rd. in Rockport.  The garden is open to the public at no charge on weekdays from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., or by appointment; when you visit, just pop your head into the office to say you are here.  Come out and see what various plants look like and how to use them in your yard or garden. 
For more information about the Master Gardener program, contact the Office, or go to Aransas AgriLife Extension’s website at  http://agrilifeextension.tamu.edu and to the Master Gardener’s website at  http://aspmastergardeners.org/.


Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.
