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TAKE-ALL ROOT ROT
By Richard Snyder, Master Gardener
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We’re seeing a lot of dead patches of lawn around the area this summer. I’ve got one particularly bad spot myself. After some research, I’ve identified mine as take-all root rot (TARR). It’s a fungal disease and is identified by eliminating the three other possibilities – brown (or large) patch disease, white grubs and chinch bugs.

· With brown patch (also a fungal disease), the blades of grass easily separate from the runners as they are rotting off. With TARR, the blades are still firmly attached.
· White grubs are most active in mid to late summer. With a flat-bladed shovel, cut three sides of a 1-foot square and peel back. If you’ve got 4 or more grubs in this area, white grubs may be your problem. Test several areas.

· Chinch bugs are identified by pouring a gallon of water mixed with 2 tablespoons of liquid dish detergent (Dawn, etc.) on a small area of affected lawn and looking for the appearance (within minutes) of the bugs. They are about as small as a grain of long rice and move quickly. You may have both TARR and chinch bugs at the same time.

Prevention and Control of TARR: All varieties of St. Augustine, even the Floratam variety, and Bermuda are susceptible. Replanting turf without correcting the problem may not be the best answer. The disease is spread by moving the infected grass or soil, not by mowing and walking.

· An interesting choice is to remove the turf and create a low-maintenance area filled with grasses and perennial flowers. Gulf Muhly (Muhlenbergia capillaris 'Filipes') is a great grass for our area and has drop-dead gorgeous purple seed heads in the fall. For color, choose native salvias such as scarlet/tropical sage (Salvia coccinea) or Henry Duelberg salvia (Salvia farinacea 'Henry Duelberg'). 

· To prevent the disease, acidification of lawn works well. These methods apply to unaffected as well as affected areas. Our sandy soils are usually alkaline and it takes a while (think years) to get them to the acidic side.

· Sphagnum peat moss has had good success. Spread it at the rate of a 1-2 bales (3.8 cubic feet) per 1,000 square feet of turf. Finely ground peat moss works best if you can find it.

· Apply quick-release ammonium sulfate (not the slow-release urea-based fertilizer) at the rate of 1 pound of nitrogen per 1,000 square feet of turf. Apply no more than 4 pounds of nitrogen per year. See the package labels for application instructions.

· Fungicides are not recommended for our area as they are only moderately effective at best and most are harmful to fish and aquatic life in general. They are also most useful as preventative methods and not as useful on diseased areas.

· Reduce irrigation frequency; established lawns can easily go 7 to 10 days between watering.  Most fungal diseases need a moist environment to develop, so water only when the soil is dry one inch below the surface.  

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.
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