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June Garden Checklist

By Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

Compiled by Amanda Steves

Here’s a list of June garden tasks for the Texas Coastal Bend area from the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners.
· Watch for curled or drooping leaves as a sign to water plants.  Look for curling blades or footprints in grass.

· Pull sand bur plants now while the stickers are still green.

· Start raising your mowing height, so by the end of the month you’re at the highest setting.  This will help your grass survive the long, hot summer.

· Keep your mower blade sharp to avoid tearing the grass blades when you mow.  Clean cuts heal quickly, reducing the likelihood of a fungal attack.

· June is still a good time to plant grass if your water use is not restricted.  Our best recommendation is ‘Floratam’ St. Augustine sod.  Be sure to give it plenty of water frequently until it is established.  Stay away from common Bermudagrass—it is highly invasive.

· Use drought-management techniques on your lawn.  Water thoroughly, but only when needed--not on a schedule.
· Instead of sprinklers, which are inefficient, use soaker hoses or downward-facing sprinkler hoses.

· Water deeply, but not too often.  Established plants can go at least a week between waterings.  Soak the root zones of plants by applying water until it pools before seeping into the ground.

· Get your well water tested for salt in times of drought.

· Replace water-hogging landscape plants with drought-resistant and heat-tolerant varieties, such as native plants.
· Keep your shrubs, flowers, and vegetables heavily mulched—about 4 inches deep.  Pull mulch away from trunks and stems.

· Stick to slow-release or organic fertilizers in the hot months to encourage root growth instead of tender, young upper growth, which needs much more water.

· Avoid major pruning of trees and shrubs during the hot summer months.  You don’t want to stimulate new growth when water is lacking or plants are stressed from drought.  It’s best to cut only damaged or diseased branches. Paint live oak cuts immediately and never prune oaks from February to the end of June.
· If “suckers” sprout from tree roots on the ground beneath your trees, cut them or mow them instead of using herbicide, which will harm the trees.

· White webbing may appear on tree trunks.  This is from bark lice, little insects that do not harm the tree.  The webs will disappear eventually, or you can remove them with a hard spray of water.

· Keep watering newly planted trees—about once a week or when the soil is dry 1 inch down.  Leave a hose running with a slow stream of water by the tree until the water pools.

· Give fruit trees regular water while they are producing their fruit.  This will minimize fruit-drop.  They’ll need a deep watering at least once every 2 weeks if it doesn’t rain.
· Check fruit trees for signs of scale—tiny insects that attach to a stem, leaf, bark, or fruit and cover themselves with a waxy secretion.  Treat scale with a spray of horticultural or neem oil, making sure to follow the label closely.
· Apply fire ant granules late in the evening when the soil is cooler and they are more likely to come out.  Daytime heat can change the taste of the granules.
· Watch for slugs and snails.  You can control them by picking them off or by putting out bait.  Set out saucers with a mixture of 3/8 tsp yeast, 1 Tbsp sugar, and 1 cup water.

· Check all fruiting vegetables frequently for stinkbugs and leaf-footed bugs—especially tomatoes, cucumbers, zucchinis, and okra.  When you find them, pick them off, wearing gloves so your hands won’t stink, and drop them into a container of soapy water.  
· You can plant black-eyed peas, eggplant, okra, sweet corn, cucumbers, peppers, and squash now.

· Early dropping of fruit or not setting fruit at all could indicate that plants aren’t getting enough water. 
· Fertilize peppers to ensure a good harvest in the fall.
· Pick eggplant while the skins are still tender to avoid a bitter taste.
· You can tell a cantaloupe is ripe when it has turned yellow and the vine falls off when you turn it over.
· Harvest as much as possible from your vegetable garden before plants decline from the heat.  Frequent picking also helps you avoid giving plants the message that they are finished fruiting for the season.
· Pull non-producing vegetable plants to avoid attracting diseases and spider mites to your garden.

· Plant some milkweed for monarch butterflies and caterpillars between your showy plants.  Save the seeds for next year’s planting and to share with other gardeners.  Native milkweed is best, but tropical milkweed is okay if you cut it all the way down every winter.
· Plant heat-tolerant perennials now for good fall color—Mexican bush sage and the salvias are good choices.
· Excellent plants for dry climates include burgundy sun coleus, celosia (cockscomb), dianthus (pinks), gaura, purslane or portulaca, plum parfait coleus, and Rio series mandevillas.
· Remove spent blooms from all your blossoming plants to maintain flower production.  This is especially effective with crape myrtles.
· Continue to fertilize roses once a month through September.  Use a slow-release or organic fertilizer.

Thanks to Master Gardeners L’Ella Andrews, Patty Bidwell, Todd Cutting, Marthanne Mitchell, and Jennifer Thomas for contributing to this checklist.  
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