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Spring MUST Be Here –
We Set Our Clocks Forward!
By Ginger Easton Smith, County Extension Agent

The weather might not know it, but it is supposed to be spring!  It must be, because we set our clocks forward over the weekend.  I know spring does not officially start until March 20, but was under the impression that it arrives earlier in South Texas.

Things might be a bit behind schedule this year, but buds are forming on shrubs, blue bonnets are actually blooming and there are signs of new life and new growth in our gardens and landscapes.  Last week’s welcome rain certainly helped.  

It is time to get outside, do some pruning and shaping, pull young weeds, and plant new things.  Please take note that not everything should be pruned now—do not prune oak trees at this time of year (they should be pruned in the winter or in July or August), or any shrubs or trees that  bloom in the spring such as redbuds, azaleas, and anacacho orchid trees, which should be pruned just after they finish blooming.  Pinch or use hedge shears to ‘tip’ shrubs and smaller plants to encourage bushier growth.  It is always advised not to be in a hurry to cut branches or plants that may have died back during the winter’s arctic blasts, but now is the time because things have started to bud out and it’s easier to tell if they are dead or alive.

Sorry to tell you, but it is also time to bust out the lawn mower and get it ready for the upcoming mowing season.  Have the blades sharpened if they are getting dull, the cut will be much nicer and the grass healthier.  You can start mowing whenever the grass requires it, but do not apply fertilizer until it has been warm long enough to have mowed the grass at least twice.  When you fertilize, use a slow release fertilizer and apply it sparingly.  Excess fertilizer will leach through the soil and can get into the bays and estuaries.  A little bit of fertilizer is always better than too much for the plants as well.  

Apply mulch to your garden beds, this is a particularly good time for it since we’ve just had some rain.  Spread mulch in your vegetable and flower beds, and around shrubs and trees.  The more places you apply it, the better, but always, always, keep it at least a couple inches away from plant stems and trunks.  Mulch conserves soil moisture, reduces weed growth, lessens soil erosion, and if it is an organic material, it will improve the soil as it decomposes.  Apply a layer at least one inch deep, and up to about four inches.

March is also a great time to plant new plants in the garden.  Always look for plants that are native or adapted to the area.  They will require less water, have few problems and look better than plants that really prefer different growing conditions.  You can always keep a few of those plants in containers on the patio.  Remember to plant your plants so the soil level is where it was in the original container.  Don’t put them in deeper as it can kill them, or at least result in poor growth.    

A great place to get plants that grow well in the Coastal Bend is the Master Gardener Spring Plant Sale, March 22, 9:00 am to 1:00 p.m.  Experienced Master Gardeners will be available to help you make selections of plants that will grow well in the specific conditions in your garden.  The Sale will be at Coastal Oaks Garden, the Master Gardener’s beautiful Demonstration Garden, at Texas A&M AgriLife Extension-Aransas County, 892 Airport Road, Rockport.  You’ll be able to see many of the plants growing in the garden.  Overflow parking is next door at the Transfer Station.  If it’s raining, the sale will be indoors.  Check the Master Gardener’s website at http://aspmastergardeners.org/ (look on the right hand column for where to click) for the list of plants that will be on sale.  The list is somewhat subject to change as not all the plants are always available-we are dealing with nature here!  Call the Extension office at 790-0103 if you have any questions. 

Master Gardeners are knowledgeable and proficient people, who receive thorough training in horticulture and related topics through Texas A&M AgriLife Extension.  Through the volunteer program, they share their knowledge with the community, assisting Extension to reach more people in our mission to provide information generated by research at A&M or other universities as a free public service. 

Spring is finally here, or almost here, and as Voltaire said, “we must cultivate our gardens”.  
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