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February Garden Tips

By Kitty Angell

Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener
Many Texans do not realize it, but there are more than 5,200 acres on the Texas A & M University campus. Although the school has the third largest enrollment in the nation and has a history rooted in agriculture, it has never had a public garden until now. Forty-five acres on the western part of the campus in College Station have been designated for this use and will be well worth the decades it took to evolve. 

Project coordinator, Dr. Doug Welsh says, “It could have ranged anywhere from a true botanic garden, which is a zoo for plants, all the way to an open place or straight park just for recreation. We’ve boiled it down to our core functions, and number one is teaching. It has to be an outdoor laboratory.” Welch went on to say the garden will include a variety of spaces: green spaces, native tall and short grass prairies, White Creek’s riparian area, post oak savannah, wetlands and wildflowers.  Many children and teachers will benefit from the garden, learning about science and the environment. 

Welch also states, “We’ll have an opportunity to showcase the great work of Texas A & M AgriLife and all the professionals across the state because we’ll grow Texas SuperStars™, Earth-Kind roses, a vegetable garden, and a fruit orchard.  He went on to say they can have “change out” gardens, whether it’s a butterfly garden, bird garden, wildscaping or xeriscaping, etc. The gardens will be enjoyed for 12-18 months and then pulled out and something else put in its place.

White Creek will serve as a replica for creeks all over the state that cause storm water and management issues. “We hope this will be a model of what can be done to turn land into a positive versus a negative aspect,” Welch said.
February is the month when all our “Rosarians” break out their newly sharpened pruning shears and get to work on their beloved roses. A good rule of thumb is to wait until after Valentine’s Day (February 14) to lessen the chance of a frost.

The ecosystem of the Coastal Bend is a dual one, making it harder for people who live on the sandy beach to grow roses. It is much easier for those living only a mile or so inland where there is less wind, salt air, and a different soil makeup. Almost all roses in our area should be planted in full sun. They need raised beds rich in fertile, humus-rich, moist but well-drained soil. 

Each year the “Texas Rose Rustlers” find more and more antique roses that were left to perish in Grandma’s back yard. If you’re interested in more information about antique varieties of rose, visit their site at www.texasroserustlers.com.

Spring vegetable seeds should be sown by early to mid-February. They include beans, corn, broccoli, cucumbers, melons, peppers and tomatoes. According to Texas A&M AgriLife, the most popular spring varieties are Blue Lake 274, Contender, and Topcrop bush green beans; Green Magic broccoli; Perlita and TAM Uvalde cantaloupe; and Celebrity, Sunmaster, and Solarfire tomatoes. Since our area is still in a drought, you will need to do supplemental watering to grow vegetables here.

Now is the time to transplant mature or established trees and shrubs while they are dormant. You can also plant bare-root roses and fruit trees. Regarding bare-root plants, you are better off selecting a small to medium specimen as it will become established faster.  Don’t fertilize newly set out trees or shrubs until after they have started to grow, and then only lightly the first year. Roses, on the other hand, are different. A newly planted rose could stand a good drink of a one percent solution of seaweed. Seaweed is a natural root stimulator that has all the micronutrients the roses need. You can also use this seaweed solution on new tomato transplants as it will enhance germination of seeds. Always spray early in the morning when temperatures are cool.

Herbaceous perennials and hardy ornamental grasses may be cut back at this time. Let the weather warm up a little and look for new growth on citrus and semi-tropical plants to remove damaged material. 

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

