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Earth-Kind Gardening Maximizes Gardening Enjoyment

By Ellen Reisinger

Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener

Does your landscape help support a healthy and sustainable environment?  One way to find out is to attend the Earth-Kind Spring Lecture Series beginning February 7. The 6 week series will be offered at the new Aransas County Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service building located on Airport Road on Thursday evenings from 6:30 to 8:30 PM and runs from February 7 through March 21 (except February 14). 

Earth-Kind is an educational program that was developed by Texas AgriLife Extension to promote environmental awareness. The program combines the best organic and traditional gardening techniques to provide maximum gardening enjoyment while preserving and protecting our environment.

The main goals of Earth-Kind are to reduce water, pesticide and fertilizer use and to reduce noise and air pollution as well as the amount of yard waste entering our landfills. This spring’s Earth-Kind lecture series will demonstrate that all this can be accomplished by following the guiding principles of Earth-Kind. The guiding principles of Earth-Kind are better planning and design, analyzing and preparing your soil, selecting the appropriate plants, choosing practical lawn area, watering efficiently, using the right mulch and employing appropriate maintenance techniques. 

We start out with the class on February 7 entitled “Creating Native Landscapes.” This lecture covers the selection of appropriate plants for this area in the home landscape, and will show examples of area landscapes using native or adapted plants. Planting the appropriate plant will ensure success as well as a reduction in water, pesticide and fertilizer use.

The second class, on February 21, “Grow Your Own Groceries”, focuses on vegetables and the types that will do well in our area. The lecture also covers how vegetables should be planted and maintained. 

On February 28 “Enhance Your Landscape with Water Features” will be presented. This lecture will demonstrate environmentally friendly water features for your yard to attract wildlife and provide enjoyment. 

The fourth session on March 7 is “Lower Your Water Bills with Rainwater Harvesting”. Water use is one of the most important issues facing our environment and information from this class will help you conserve water and save money by using an alternative water supply. 

Class five on March 14 is “Herbs for the Kitchen Garden”.  This lecture will deal with selecting appropriate herbs for this area and will give you the knowledge and ability to plant and grow herbs so that you can go out to your garden and pick fresh herbs to be used in your favorite recipes.  

“Propagation-How to Get Free Plants” is the last class, held March 21, and is all about propagation.  Some of us enjoy raising our own plants and this lecture and hands on experience will cover starting plants from seeds, cuttings and division.  Each participant will have the opportunity to practice what is taught and have plants to take home.

The Spring Lecture Series is designed to promote environmental awareness by advocating the wisest choices for our landscapes. Be kind to the environment. We hope you can join us for one or all of the series.  Tuition for the entire series is $50.00 or $10.00 per class.  Pre-registration is required. 

Nowhere, more than our coastal areas are natural environment and water conservation more important. We enjoy living in one of the most beautiful coastal areas in North America. As stewards of our land, we hope to pass its beauty on to our descendants. 

For more information and for the registration form, please see:  http://aransas.agrilife.org and click on “Earth Kind”, call (361) 790-0103, email: aransas-tx@tamu.edu, or stop by Aransas County Extension Service.

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

