CONTACT:  Ernie Edmundson


Or Nancy Freeman 361-790-0103













[image: image1.png]TEXAS A&M

GRILIFE
EXTENSION




RELEASE DATE: Dec. 20, 2012

FARMING AND RANCHING IS EVERYONE’S
“BREAD AND BUTTER”

By Ginger Easton Smith

Did you know that only 2.2 million farms and ranches raise the food and fiber for our country’s population of almost 315 million people, as well as for export?  Only about half of America’s farmers and ranchers are full-time, the others have a primary occupation off the farm.  Obviously they are doing an incredible job.  

It’s that time again when America’s farms, ranches and the people who operate them are counted by the U.S. Department of Agriculture.  During the last Census of Agriculture, which happens only every five years, the 2.2 million farms counted in the United States represented a 4 percent increase over the number of farms in 2002, which is a good sign in my book.   The recent trend in farm numbers is an increase in small farms and also in very large farms, with most of the growth from small operations.  Although the total number of farms was up, many sectors-such as grains and oilseeds, horticulture, cattle and hog operations-decreased in numbers.

The Ag Census also gathers information on land use, characteristics of operators, production practices and economics.  These statistics are used to shape local, state, and national agriculture services, programs and policies, so it is very important that every producer be counted.  Census data may be used to allocate funding for beginning farmer, conservation and other programs and to identify research priorities and funding, as well as by producers in making plans for their operations.  The Ag Census provides the only uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in the nation, and helps show the value and importance of agriculture.  

The census can be filled out either on-line or on the form that farmers and ranchers should be receiving by mail in the next week.  Although the form is long, only a few of the pages need to be filled out for each farm or ranch operation.  Responses are required, and are protected by laws requiring USDA to keep identities and answers confidential. The law prevents them from sharing individual information with any other government agency and provides them immunity from any type of mandatory disclosure of individual data.   

Census results are available to everyone online at www.agcensus.usda.gov.  All the Ag Census reports, going all the way back to the first one in 1840 can be accessed.  The 2007 results can be searched in just about any way you want including by geographic area, production practices, crop or animal raised, demographics, economics, zip code, and even by Congressional district.  You can look at all the data, or see the publications by topic, which include both data and a narrative.  

Searching by geographic area for example, shows that there were 247,437 farms in the state of Texas in 2007, up eight percent from 2002, and by far the highest number of any state in the nation.  Texas ranked second among the states for total value of agricultural products sold, and was first in value for livestock, poultry, and their products.  Texas was also number one for value of cotton and cottonseed, cattle and calves, and sheep, goats and their products.

Getting down to the county level, the 2007 Ag Census showed Aransas County with 94 farms, with an average size of 542 acres. The total value of agricultural product sales for the county was 1.7 million dollars, primarily from livestock.  Although Aransas County does not rely heavily on it, agriculture is still a valuable part of the economy.  Almost 10 percent of the farms were operated primarily by a woman, a bit lower than the 14 percent statewide.  

Everyone who produced and sold, or normally would have sold, $1,000 or more of agricultural products during the year should receive a census form in the mail.  If you should have received one but didn’t, or have questions about the Census of Agriculture, call the USDA National Agricultural Statistics Service toll free at (888) 424-7828, or visit the website, www.agcensus.usda.gov.   Make sure to be counted.  And the rest of us can thank the nation’s farmers, remembering that “farming is everyone’s bread and butter”.

Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is located at 892 Airport Road in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

