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Well here we are, the June tourists have arrived, the bay water is lovely, and it is time to become a horticulture detective! Look for insects and diseases (spider mites and aphids can be especially annoying at this time.) To keep them in check, use insecticidal soap or other organic controls, before selecting chemical controls.  If you live near the bay, be especially aware of the chemicals that you are releasing into the soil. 

It is better to use a slow-release fertilizer during the hot summer months. Too much nitrogen fertilizer at one time will push the plant to grow too fast and therefore stress the plant. Research at several universities proves that using an organic solution such as seaweed will actually help plants with stress. It is available in liquid and powder form. Dilute according to directions and spray once a week on top and on the undersides of foliage early in the morning or late in the evening when the stomata on the underside of the leaves are open.

Make sure that your flower and vegetable bed are mulched properly during hot summer months. If weeds are a problem, apply a layer of newspaper, a couple inches thick, before adding the mulch. Now is also a good time to apply around 2-4 inches of compost before the mulch is applied. A well-mulched bed requires less irrigation and has cooler soil to protect the plants. 

For lawn maintenance, the same things apply that were discussed in previous months. Keep the mower blade sharp as ragged cuts invite disease. Cutting the lawn too short results in the grass using up all its energy to grow the grass blade and none is left for root development. 

At this time, water conservation becomes more important than ever. Plants and lawns should be watered early in the morning, but avoid the time when people are likely preparing for work, as this puts too much stress on any water provider. Lawns, once established, do not like to be watered daily or even every other day.  Supplemental irrigation is needed for many ornamental plants such as coleus, geranium, and caladium. 

Vegetables should be picked at their peak. Tomatoes, however, can be picked when the first blush of pink is on the fruit. Then allow the fruit to ripen indoors at room temperature. They will taste just as good as “vine-ripened.” Tomato plants should be evenly watered (don’t let the soil dry out too much between watering) to avoid split fruit. Plant eggplant (plants), cantaloupe, okra, southern peas, sweet potato slips, summer and winter squash, peppers, pumpkin and watermelon.

Use Dipel or Thuricide (Bt--Bacillus thuringiensis) for caterpillars on corn and other vegetables. Be especially careful when using this insecticide around your butterfly garden, as Bt will kill butterfly larvae also. If a white, stocking-like-web appears on tree trunks, leave it alone. It is a beneficial louse cleaning up the tree.
In flower beds, be sure to “deadhead” flowers as they finish blooming. There is still time to plant some colorful, heat tolerant flowers. You can still direct-seed zinnias and portulaca. It is better to purchase plants of periwinkle, salvia, marigold, and purslane.  Be sure to water transplants as needed until the roots become established.

Fall blooming perennials such as Mexican Marigold mint, chrysanthemums, and Salvia leucantha, was well as re-blooming salvias, such as Salvia Greggii (Autumn Sage) and Salvia Farinacea (Mealy Blue Sage) should be pruned back periodically to keep them compact. To make the job easier, use hedging shears, and remove only the spent flowers and a few inches of stem. This type of pruning should be completed by September 1, since flower buds begin forming about that time. 
Now is already the time to start planning for next spring! Once bulbs have matured and the foliage has turned brown, it is time to dig up and divide. Crowded bulbs produce fewer and smaller blooms and usually need thinning every three to four years. 

The height of summer is also a time to take a critical look at your landscape. Make notes on how it can be better arranged for drought tolerance, taking into consideration plants that need to be removed because they are overgrown or removed for a more efficient management.  If each of us takes care of our little plot of earth, we will see a Rockport that truly is IN BLOOM!
Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361-790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E. Mimosa in Rockport.  AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

