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CHECK OUT AREA YARDS AND GARDENS FOR PLANTING IDEAS

By Ginger Easton Smith, Extension Agent

You may have noticed Norfolk Pines around the area turning yellow and then brown.  Although they look like they are suffering from drought, it is damage from the many days of below freezing weather a couple months ago.  These trees are not true pines, but are tropical trees named Araucaria heterophylla, from Norfolk Island, a tiny island in the South Pacific about 900 miles east of Australia.  

Thinking it is drought damage, some people are watering them frequently.  A good soaking every couple weeks during extended dry periods like we are experiencing is needed by all trees, and certainly won’t hurt the suffering Norfolk Pines.  Some may regrow from the roots or trunk base; since they are not actively growing, be sure not to water them too frequently.  

See what survived the cold and dry weather, and even thrived, in other folks’ gardens on  May 7.  Indulge your curiosity and “look behind the gate” at six unique and beautiful gardens.  The Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 11th Annual Hidden Gardens Tour is your chance to explore gardens of all sizes and kinds in Aransas County.  Tour the gardens (all or some of them) any time between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. on Saturday.    

Get inspiration and ideas for your garden or just enjoy the beauty and variety of the sites.  Master Gardeners will distribute information on the plants at each site and will be available for questions.  Since the next day is Mother’s Day, why not take mom, grandma or any other special women in your life on the tour as a wonderful gift?  A $10 ticket gets you into all six gardens.  Purchase tickets at the Texas AgriLife Extension Service (where the Green Acres Demonstration Garden is) at 611 E. Mimosa St. in Rockport from now through the day of the Tour.  Visit the Aransas-San Patricio Master Gardeners website at http://www.aspmastergardeners.org/ for more information.  

Although they are not growing, have you noticed Rockport in Bloom Nominee signs popping up in yards or planting containers around town?  The third annual Rockport in Bloom Contest is in full swing.  It is a city beautification program of Keep Rockport Beautiful, an advisory board for the city of Rockport, made up of volunteers and city staff.   Its primary purpose is to work toward continued city improvement and beautification of its environment.  

Rockport in Bloom entries must be visible from the street (since that adds to community beautification).  Categories are residential, business, container, church, schools (public or private), and government parks/buildings and participants may enter more than one category.  Note that except for churches and schools, the entry must be in the Rockport city limits.   

Enter yourself, or someone else (with their permission of course!) in as many categories as apply, but hurry, the deadline is May 20 at 5:00 p.m.   Judging will take place on May 24, between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m.  Entrants do not need to be present for judging as it will take place without entering the property.  Scoring will be based on the following criteria: overall effect of garden design, overall quality of blooming plant materials, originality, and maintenance 
All nominees will be invited to the 2011 Volunteers in Bloom Appreciation Reception and Awards Ceremony where winners will be announced.  First, second, and third place winners in each category (with at least five entries) will receive a gift certificate to a local nursery for $100, $75, and $50, respectively.  

Go to http://www.keeprockportbeautiful.com/, click on Rockport in Bloom and page down to see all the contest information and the entry form, as well as pictures of last year’s winning entries. Or pick up an application at City Hall. Email questions to contest@KeepRockportBeautiful.com.  

Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, TX.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

