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DROUGHT LAWN CARE

By: Todd Cutting, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners


The Texas AgriLife Extension Service has many publications on turf grass management that have been written within the past decade. We have many of these available at the AgriLife Extension –Aransas County Office. More are available online at www.earthkind.tamu.edu with various links available from there.


Somewhere in each of these publications the following statement will appear, “Thorough and infrequent watering is the best practice.” Then the author expounds on how to do just that, with modifications for soil type, grass species, location in the state, etc.


If you are going to water briefly, frequently and shallowly you should go to the following website, www.growgreen.org, and obtain the “Earthwise Guide to Lawn Problems.” This publication will help you diagnose the problems associated with this watering method and tell you what to do to remedy those problems. Grow Green is a partnership between Texas AgriLife Extension and the city of Austin Watershed Protection and Development Review Department.


To conserve water and dollars yet still have a presentable, stable, living lawn during our current drought the following practices should be adopted:

1. Don’t mow as short. The shorter the mowing height, the shallower the root system.  Cut Bermuda grass at 2 inches and St. Augustine at three inches. In shady areas add another half inch.

2. Don’t mow as often. Remove no more than one-third of the growth at a single mowing. With deep, infrequent watering, you may be able to go 2 or 3 weeks without actually mowing the grass, especially if you have not over fertilized.

3. Water only when the turf grass tells you it is thirsty. Look for the following three symptoms of drought stress:

a. The leaf blades turn a dull, bluish color.

b. Leaf blades rolling or folding, usually inwardly.

c. Footprints persist for an extended period of time when you walk across the lawn.

Learn your lawn.  Know which areas dry out first.  When you see the above symptoms in those areas, water the entire lawn with at least an inch of water.

4. Do an irrigation audit. Sounds scary? Simply place an array of cat food or tuna cans under the sprinkle pattern so you actually know when you have applied an inch of water, and where it went. Time it and you will know how long to the leave the water on.

5. Dig.  In an inconspicuous area use a shovel or spade and dig up a square of sod and soil to see how deep you are actually wetting the soil. It should be moist so you can see and feel it in your hand at a six inch depth.

If you follow these five steps, you will have a happy, environmentally friendly lawn. You will sleep well at night knowing your water bill is half that of your neighbors. You will have time for golf or fishing without hearing, “Honey, do the lawn.”

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, TX. For more local gardening news, visit the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener website www.aspmastergardeners.org 

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

