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BECOME A MASTER GARDENER

By: Anita Garrett-Roe, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office is offering Master Gardener Certification Classes beginning in August. The Master Gardener Classes are held most Tuesdays from August 11th through Tuesday, December 1st. Some classes will be held in Corpus Christi.


On Tuesday, July 28th, an Information and Master Gardener Showcase Session will be held at 1:30 PM at the AgriLife Extension – Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, TX.  Following the meeting, there will be an opportunity to complete the Master Gardener Class application. The class size will be limited. The fee for the class is $175, payable upon acceptance into the class, with $50 refunded upon completion of requirements. Scholarships are available based on need.

Have you ever wanted to learn new skills and knowledge that can provide you years of enjoyment, a chance to help other people, while maximizing your enjoyment of the outdoors and gardening? Becoming certified as a Master Gardener can do that and much, much more. Whatever your background, there is a place for you as a Master Gardener. Anyone with a willingness to learn and a desire to help others can become a Master Gardener if he or she completes the course requirements and volunteer commitments.

The Texas Master Gardener program is an educational activity, volunteer program conducted by the Texas AgriLife Extension Service of the Texas A&M University System. The program is designed to increase the availability of horticultural information and extend horticultural projects throughout the community. These goals are implemented through the training and use of local volunteers known as Master Gardeners.

Master Gardeners learn the “how to” about plants and gardening, and are equipped to volunteer in their communities in various capacities, passing on what they know about horticulture to individuals and groups, enhancing community programs, depending on community needs such as environmental improvement activities, horticultural therapy projects or community and school garden programs.

Master Gardeners receive comprehensive training in horticulture on fascinating subjects such as botany, propagation, seeds, soils and fertility, water and nutrients, managing plant health, environmental horticulture, home fruit, citrus and nut production, vegetable gardening, landscape horticulture, trees, pesticides, identifying plant problems and lawn care. Along the way there are spicy knowledge additions such as composting, rainwater harvesting, tropical plants, palms, identifying invasive plants, as well as how to attract butterflies and hummingbirds and other wildlife to your garden. Top AgriLife Extension speakers come to the class to teach those subjects and others such as the popular subjects of Landscape Design and Xeriscaping.

As a trainee in the Master Gardener program, you must attend a minimum of 50 hours of instruction, pass an examination, and volunteer 50 hours of service to earn the title of Texas Master Gardener. In order to retain the title, you must annually thereafter take 12 hours of re-certification training and provide an additional 20 hours of volunteer service through the local AgriLife Extension office each year.

Becoming a Master Gardener can be the most enjoyable activity you have ever undertaken. It is fun to learn something new along with others who are interested in the same thing. Before you know it, you will complete the requirements, receive your certificate and Master Gardener badge, and thus become a respected contributor to the horticulture knowledge of your community, plus enjoy the use of the information personally. No matter your interests, there is a place for you as a Master Gardener.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the AgriLife Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

