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PROPAGATION BY SIMPLE LAYERING

By: Vicki Coble, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

A very easy method for propagating new plants is by layering. Simple layering is a method of getting a branch or stem to form roots, (therefore a new plant) while attached to the mother plant. Once roots are established and new growth is seen, the branch is then severed from the mother plant and gently removed from its present location. It is then planted in the ground or placed in a container. A feeding of root stimulator or of a fertilizer with a higher phosphorous is recommended to boost root development. An advantage of using the layering method is that the plant will reach maturity sooner than if grown from seed. The best season for layering is early spring.  This will allow time for sufficient roots to form that will help insure that the new plant thrives.

Before preparing the branch, clear any debris from under the mother plant, exposing the soil. Gently bend a lower branch or stem to make contact with the ground. Before securing the branch, ‘wound’ it where it will make contact with the soil. This can be done by rubbing/scraping off the bark or making cuts on the underneath side of the branch. Each point of contact must then be secured by tying down with hardware hooks or weighted down with a stone or brick. Then partially cover each point of contact with soil. 

When using a longer lower branch, several points of contact can be made, resulting in several new plants. This is known as compound layering. Whether one or several points of contact are made, leave the last six (6) to twelve (12) inches (tip end) of the branch exposed. Gently bend the tip vertically and stake in place. This enables photosynthesis to occur. It is important to keep the area near the sites for new growth slightly damp or moist.

Layering is not restricted to outdoor propagation. House plants can be propagated using this method by simply applying the same steps. Gently bend a connected stem of a houseplant over into another pot(s) and proceed as above.

Be patient. Some plants take longer than others. Keep your eye on the planted areas. Watch to make sure the soil used to partially cover the point of contact stays intact. 

‘Natural’ layering can be observed by undisturbed vines growing along the ground. There are also certain bush varieties having their lower branches coming in contact with the soil, making another plant, and all without our help. Thank you Mother Nature.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX.
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