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A NEW YEAR’S GARDENING RESOLUTION

By Sandy Stanley, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

For many of us, we have made many resolutions over the years that have not been brought into fruition. As a gardener, I would like to gently suggest a New Year’s resolution that will pay off later! I encourage you to start a garden journal NOW.   

You can consider using a three-ring binder found in office supply stores. Craft stores have great binders in the scrapbook department. The page protectors used in scrapbooks can be a great way to store photos for the visual records of your garden. You will also need some type of hole punched paper to make your written records on. Also add some dividers to organize all the records. Some sections may include month-by-month and seasonal records, maps and drawings, receipts, seed packets, and plant tags, miscellaneous special records, tool and equipment manuals, and garden ideas and wish lists.

Start your garden journal with a month by month section that will serve as a memory keeper. Each month should have at least one page. This will serve as a reminder as to when to do specific garden tasks. This section might include when to order seeds and from which nursery, best times to spray, prune and transplant, special gardening events like plant sales, and mulching and fertilizing schedules.

This is also a good place to make notes regarding changes to landscape additions. In my garden, I have chrysanthemum plants too near a sprinkler system spigot and they are being over watered. I will need to plant the next ones farther away from the water source. Likewise, I have other plants not blooming as much as I had hoped they would so I have noted that I need to plant that variety in more sun. These gardening reminders are helpful months later when I want to replenish certain areas of the landscape.

In our climate, much of our equipment requires maintenance. It is helpful to record when the oil was changed in the tiller. When was the last time the blade was changed on the riding mower? Make notes regarding specific equipment needs.  

You might note when the shrub by the driveway was infested by pests overnight. Possibly next year you can avoid a reoccurrence by spraying with insecticidal soap earlier. Without notes in your journal, you probably won’t remember! If you gather seeds, maintain a record of what you gathered, when they ripened, and even make a note of when they should be planted again.  

Include a sketch of your property with underground gas lines, cable lines, and other below ground item locations. Many mishaps could be avoided with this map. Unfortunately, I speak from experience as our gas lines were cut several times during a sprinkler system installation. Make this map available anytime anyone is digging in the garden or lawn.

Another use for a map is to show the location of bulbs and tubers. This will help to avoid slicing through them later. Another method would be to take a photograph of the perennials and bulbs in bloom showing their location with a ‘marker’ in the garden. The marker might be a tree or shrub nearby to help determine where the planting is. This is also a way to show growth progress from year to year.  

Another section of your garden journal can house sales receipts and packing slips from gardening and seed suppliers. Each seed packet has a myriad of useful information that can be used later. The plant tags frequently will have the common name and the botanical name of the plant. This is important if one needs to do research about a particular plant.  

How many of us search and search for the tiller manual every 6 to 9 months? Your garden journal is the best place for those tool or equipment manuals. Punch holes in the booklet or put it in a clear plastic pocket.  

Your friends and family like to buy you gifts but often buy items suited for other parts of the country. Create your own personal gardener’s wish list throughout the year as you think of something as you work in your garden. All of us love poring over those great nursery and garden catalogs. Mark items of particular interest and keep it in this section for the next time a family member says, “I never know what to get you for your birthday.”

Creating a garden journal really just takes a little extra time but the payoff later is immense. As you really ‘journal’, you will begin to see improvement in your own gardening results. Make your garden journal to fit your needs. This is a resolution that is fairly painless but will make for a better 2009 garden!

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX.

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

