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SECRET WEAPON

By Olin D. Briggs, PhD., Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

Master Gardeners

Hush sssssh. Don’t tell anyone, but we are going to share a closely guarded secret.

You probably recall that back just prior to, during, and after Shakespeare’s time, English gentlemen carried around a little book that had nothing in it but blank pages—before the gentlemen wrote on them, of course. It was labeled a commonplace book and in it the keepers of the book did not have to worry about anyone censoring what they wrote. What did it hold? Anything they were interested in at the moment from poems to foreign intelligence.

Now these gentlemen were unusual by today’s standards. They not only were expected to be loyal to the monarch, but also were expected to be effective soldiers on the battlefield and capable of sailing a man-of-war around the earth’s seas. Versatile—you could call them renaissance men—who could produce a sonnet or serve as international spies. This book slowly became a marvelous thing, it contained notes of what they read, what they heard and just about anything that interested them, complete with their emotional reactions.

For gardeners, those of us who love to dig in the dirt, our version of a commonplace book is a secret weapon in our quest for knowledge - a gardening notebook.

Everyday we learn something new and by noting the new information in our commonplace book, we have it available three weeks or three months later when the specifics have slipped our minds. Our commonplace book is instantly available for us to consult when we are working on a problem, whether it is a slow-growing plant or attempting to discover why the new oleander is not growing as rapidly as the one we planted last year. Referring back, it is obvious that nature has provided us a lot less rain this year than last year. Voila, we have a solution. Increase the watering.

It’s simple, easy and inexpensive. Over time it will include a plethora of knowledge, but is more special than a textbook for it refers to our own garden, and the individual problems therein. Record the planting details of new plants you have rooted yourself: the depth and width of the hole, the amount of water, the amount of fertilizer, the location (N-S-E-W), the hours of sunlight, etc.

You are not limited on what you can put down, nor can you be sure what date will prove helpful at a later time. Try it. The rewards are many and easy and, best of all, personalized to your own garden.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu and is located at 611 E Mimosa, Rockport, TX. 

AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

