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INVASIVE PLANT SPECIES

By Lonnie Matthew, Master Gardener Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

It seems as though we are hearing this term a lot these days. Probably as we have become more global in our travels, so have the seeds from many other places. Just what is an invasive species? It is a species that is non-native to the ecosystem in consideration and causes or is likely to cause economic or environmental harm. It grows/reproduces and spreads rapidly, establishes over large areas, and persists. Lack of natural controls in the new environment is a factor in the establishment of invasive species. Native species may also lack adaptations that allow them to resist competition from or predation by invasive species.

Invasive species are a form of biological pollution. They decrease biodiversity by threatening the survival of native plants and animals. They interfere with ecosystem function by changing important processes.

Those of you that have visited the Tule Creek Demo garden on Hwy 35 in Rockport and walked out on the boardwalk, have seen a great example of rampant invasive species growth. The area was over run with Chinese Tallow, Triaddica sebifera, and Brazilian Pepper trees, Schinus terebinthifolius, Japanese honeysuckle, Lonicera Japonica, Air Potato vines, Dioscorea bulbifera, and enumerable other varieties. The native willows, oaks, and hackberries were difficult to find. Many of these invasive trees and plants have now been removed and replaced with ponds to help restore the wetlands that existed in that location. Our bird and other wildlife population will have an opportunity to find their favorite foods and habitat again. Obviously, a lot more removal needs to occur, but a good start has been made.

Here are additional invasive plants to be on the look out for and eliminate in our area:

Cats Claw Vine, Macfadyena Unguis-cati

Chinaberry, Melia azedarach

Salt Cedar, Tamarix aphylla



Giant Reed, Arundo donax

Water Hyacinth, Eichhornia crassipes
Water Lettuce, Pistia stratiotes

Austrailian Pine, Casurina equisetifolia
Nandina, Nandina domestica

Russian Olive, Elaeagnus angustifolia
Chinese Wisteria, Wisteria sinensis
Golden Bamboo, Phyllostachys aurea
Japanese Wisteria, Wisteria floribunda
Castor Bean, Ricinus communis



And here are more offenders that are all too common in our landscapes:

Wax leaf Ligustrum, Ligustrum lucidum

Mimosa, Mimosa sp except borealis

Japanese Ligustrum, Ligustrum japonicum

White Mulberry, Morus alba

Chinese Photina, Photins serulata


Pyracantha, Pycracantha coccinea
Red-Tipped Photina, Photina fraseri


Tree of Heaven, Ailanthus altissima
Vitex, Vitex sp.




Elephant ear, Colocasia sp.

English Ivy, Hedera helix



Pampas grass, Cortaderia selloana
Asian Jasmine, Trachelospermum asiaticum

Giant salvinia, Salvinia molesta

Costs of preventing, monitoring, and controlling invasive species in the United States are huge. The economic impact of invasive plants is $13 billion per year. Costs or losses due to our most expensive invasive species can top $100 million annually per species.

What can we do to help alleviate this problem? First log on to www.ucsusa.org Issue: Invasive Species. This is a most comprehensive list. Then, check your yard. Remove any invasive species that are currently growing and be especially careful about buying new plants or seeds on the Internet or by mail order. If you notice a local nursery selling invasive plants or seeds, let them know about your concerns. Landscape and garden with plants that are native to our area. Although many non-native plants are not invasive and can be grown without risk, emphasizing natives (especially pollinator-friendly species) can provide other advantages such as food, cover, or nesting sites for butterflies and birds.

The Texas AgriLife Extension Service - Aransas County Office can be reached by phone at 361 790-0103 or by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

