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A GARDEN JUST FOR KIDS – KIDS GARDEN FEST

By Linda T. Collins, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 

Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 19 for Kids Garden Fest, a special day of organized activity for all at the Green Acres Children’s Discovery Garden, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport. From 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. the garden will be jumping with children ages 4 to 4th grade. Younger siblings can come too. The kids will be having fun and learning about gardening and the outdoors as they go around a stamp-your-card, Learning Loop. There will be The Good, The Bad and the Ugly beanbag bug toss at one station, plant a seed to take home at another, a butterfly life cycle presentation, crafts, attendance prizes and more. There are always new activities at Kids Garden Fest each year. If it should rain, the event moves to the Aransas County Library, 701 E. Mimosa, Rockport.

Each child will receive snacks and drinks. No pre-registration is required. A parent is requested to stay for the event and enjoy all the Kids Garden Fest fun. Bring a camera for pictures of your child as a giant flower or bug.


The Children’s Discovery Garden is part of the Green Acres Demonstration Garden located at 611 East Mimosa, Rockport. Some people don’t realize the Children’s Discovery Garden is there among the other gardens


In this special place, children will find a series of small, child size, theme gardens to investigate. Children can hop through the ABC garden, see Granny’s Garden and her small house and visit miniature Texas, Mexican, Asian and Native American gardens. The Children’s Discovery Garden is an interactive garden with doors to open to learn about soil, bridges to cross, a maze to follow and a pond in which to observe fish and frogs. Children will find a plastic encased exhibit with living roots, colorful plants, birds in birdhouses, a gigantic, ground dwelling butterfly surrounded by butterfly attracting plants and much more. There is even a shaded area with benches in which to enjoy a lunch with play date friends.


You can visit the Children’s Discovery Garden anytime with friends and come as many times as you would like to this public garden. Groups visit too, sometimes as an outing from their school. You can schedule a larger group to use the garden on a routine basis in a certain block of time for that group. For example, Odyssey After-School Program uses the garden from September until May, on Wednesday afternoons. The garden paths are paved making them handicapped accessible starting from a parking lot with a ramp. For this reason, the garden is also a popular outing for those with disabilities and seniors or nursing home groups.

Kids Garden Fest is hosted once a year by the Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners. If you would like to bring a group at some other time and would like Master Gardeners to join your group during their exploration of the Children’s Discovery Garden, we would be happy to do so. Please contact us in advance.

The Texas Agrilife Extension's Aransas County Office can be reached by calling 790-0103. AgriLife Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the AgriLife Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the AgriLife Extension - Aransas County Office, 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, Texas. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

