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                   GARDENING WITH

                MASTER GARDENERS,

      TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

RESOLUTIONS

By Marilyn Vaughan, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

As we round out another year and look forward to the next, we naturally pause for a bit of reflection. This leads to the tradition of New Year’s resolutions. Whether we ultimately lose those pounds or clean out the garage, there is merit in stopping to contemplate where we’ve been and where we’re going.  

If you’re interested in gardening, these are some considerations you might mull over, questions you might ask yourself while compiling your list:  

Is my garden planned and designed for maximum efficiency of maintenance, water use, pest management, and soil amendment? Have fun with this one. Don’t rob yourself of the joy of planning and design. Sketch it, map it, create your little Eden.  Imagine yourself sitting back, reaping the fruits of your low maintenance plan. Resolution List suggestion - “Take Master Gardener landscaping course.” 

Do I know the makeup of my soil? This is so important in gardening and so easy to accomplish. List suggestion - “Participate in Master Gardener January soil test campaign.”

Are there areas of grass I might replace with plant beds? This is another fun one. Think birds and butterflies. Think beauty. Think lower maintenance and less resource depletion. List suggestion - “Visit the demonstration gardens at Green Acres for ideas.”

Are my plants appropriate for the environment? Choosing the right plants is the easiest path to success in a garden. Obviously, native plants will require less maintenance since, by definition, they come already adapted to the region. And there are so many fantastic plants to choose from. List suggestion - “Drop by Green Acres office for plant information.” 

Is my irrigation system efficient? Take a look to see if you’re watering your driveway, sidewalk or street. Note whether your system is watering while it rains.  There’s some money to be saved on this one. List suggestion - “Attend Master Gardener rain water harvesting seminar.”

Where might I use more mulch?  Everywhere. Seriously, it benefits flowerbeds, trees and lawns. It enhances pathways and garden design. It lowers water use, puts nutrients in the soil, retards erosion, reduces weeds and insulates root systems. (Don’t get me started.) List suggestion - “Take in Master Gardener Brown Bag hour on mulch.”

How well do I maintain my garden? Try as I might, I can’t get away from the lose-weight, clean-the-garage odium this question evokes. The positive spin would be that if you’re mowing, weeding, mulching, you’ll probably lose weight. And it will definitely benefit your garden. List suggestion  - “Do it.”

Most importantly, have fun with your garden this year. You and your whole community will enjoy the results.

For more information or questions about local gardening, contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at Texas Cooperative Extension Aransas County Office, by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, by phone 790-0103, or Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., at 611 East Mimosa, Rockport. Visit the Extension web page and Master Gardener Newsletter at http://aransas-tx.tamu.edu. Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the Aransas County Extension office. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

