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GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS

          TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

SEED STORAGE

By Cathy Brock, Master Gardeners Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners 


Seeds are wonderful! For a minimal cost you can have a garden full of beautiful flowers and vegetables and the satisfaction of being able to say, “I did that!”


Maybe you have some seeds left over from this past spring or you bought some discounted at the end of the season. Or maybe you pinched a seedpod off a neighbor’s plant and would like to start your own. 

How you store these seeds will make the difference between having live seeds or dead seeds. Temperature and moisture are two factors that will determine how long your seeds will remain viable. This means that the seeds are alive and can produce a live plant. Seeds left on the console of your car for a month will not be viable.


Seeds must be as dry as possible. Storing them with too much moisture remaining in the seeds will cause a fungus to grow and destroy the seed. After picking seed heads or pods, let them dry in a place where they will have air circulation for a week or so. When they are dry separate the seeds from other debris.


If the seeds are all the same, you can store them in a small container such as a pill bottle or a film canister. When you have a variety of seeds, put each kind in separate envelopes with the name, date and any information pertaining to its growing habits such as drainage, light and water. Seeds that you have purchased should be left in their original packets because planting and growing information is on the back.

Select an airtight container such as a coffee can, plastic container or plastic bag. Before putting your seeds in the container you have chosen, you will need a desiccant. This is any agent that absorbs moisture. Silica gel crystals are used most frequently and can be purchased or use the little packets that are packed with electronic equipment, purses, etc or the little barrels in pill bottles. An alternative is half an inch of powdered milk or uncooked rice in the bottom of your container.

The amount of time that a seed can be stored can be determined by the thickness of the seed coating. Seeds with a thin coating will only store for a few days to a few months. It is best to plant them immediately. Seeds with a medium coating, the ones we deal with most of the time, can easily be stored for 2-3 years. Thick-coated seeds, such as bluebonnets, will store well for 15 – 20 years.


For long-term storage it is best to use a glass jar with a rubber seal. Just think – you could pass seeds down to your children and grandchildren!

For more information or questions about local gardening, contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at Aransas County Texas Cooperative Extension, by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, by phone 790-0103, or Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., at 611 East Mimosa, Rockport. Visit the Extension web page and Master Gardener Newsletter at aransas-tx.tamu.edu. Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located at the Aransas County Extension office. Generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners allow the gardens to be viewed at no charge during daylight hours, seven days a week.

