FOR RELEASE


CONTACT – Marilyn Vaughan 361 727-1723

October 15, 2007

[image: image1.png]



                   GARDENING WITH

                MASTER GARDENERS,

      TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

PLANT A TREE

By Marilyn Vaughan, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners


Planting a tree is a major proposition. Most trees, if properly cared for, can be expected to outlive their planters. The element of permanence demands a deeper consideration and longer vision than other landscaping choices. Before planting a tree, answer these questions:  “Why?”, “When?”, “What & Where?” and “How?”, in that order.


Why? As with any project, staying focused on why you are doing it is essential to success. There are many individual reasons one might want to plant a tree. You might want shade or fruit or beauty. You might be anticipating the loss of a tree. One excellent reason to plant a tree, that is universal to us all in this region, is to diversify. You gotta love live oaks – they define our surroundings and name our peninsula. Yet, with dominance of any species comes vulnerability. Remember the elms that proliferated in North America two hundred years ago? Diversity makes sense and provides a depth of beauty in our community.


When? The best time to plant trees in this region is November through February. Planting in this comparatively cool and wet season allows the tree to develop a strong root system and adapt to its new environment before the harsh, hot and dry summer arrives.


What and where? These two questions are lumped as one because they share the number-one consideration - the mature size of the tree. For instance, if your property is small, you probably won’t want a huge tree. If the tree is expected to expand to twenty feet wide, you won’t want to put it five feet from your house. Know how tall and wide your tree will become and let common sense dictate. Think of power lines and underground cables and utilities. Other considerations are: Water (How well will the tree handle drought or flood?); Soil (Is there too much sand or clay?); Light (Does the tree need full sun?), Wind (Can the tree tolerate strong prevailing southeast wind or cold north wind?); Temperature (Will a freeze kill the tree?) and Pests (How resistant will the tree be to bugs and diseases in the area?). Think of all these things when choosing what and where to plant.


How? Dig a hole two or three times the width of and the same depth as the tree’s root ball. Save the existing soil you have dug out. If the root ball is wrapped in rope, burlap and/or a wire basket, remove all ropes and the top half of the burlap or basket and slit the bottom of the burlap for root extension. Place the tree in the hole so the top of the root ball is level with the ground. Backfill the hole with the soil you dug out. Surrounding the root ball with amended soil will discourage expansion of the root system beyond the hole. Apply a layer of organic mulch four inches deep and four to six feet in diameter around the tree, well away from the trunk. It is important that no soil, mulch or other material be placed against the trunk above the root ball. This is true throughout the life of the tree.

Water it well. In order for a newly planted tree to establish a healthy root system, which is essential in our summers, deep watering between rains will be necessary for at least a year. Deep means at least twelve inches into the soil. Expand the diameter of the area you water over the year. The roots of most trees grow wide - one and a half times the height of the tree from the drip line - rather than deep. Stake the tree only if it is in a high-wind area. It is best not to leave the stakes on for more than six months. Avoid major pruning for at least a year. Never use a weed-and-feed product around trees or in a lawn where trees grow. Over time it can kill trees.


As you can see, planning is the biggest part of any tree-planting project. Do your homework and you will be rewarded.

For more information or questions about local gardening, contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at Aransas County Texas Cooperative Extension, by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, by phone 790-0103, or Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., at 611 East Mimosa, Rockport. Visit the Extension web page and Master Gardener Newsletter at aransas-tx.tamu.edu. Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is located with the Aransas County Extension office. Because of generous community support and the work of volunteer Master Gardeners, the gardens are free. Visit the gardens during daylight hours, seven days a week.

