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     GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS,

TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

EARTHKIND LANDSCAPING CLASS 

By Russell A. Bell, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

If you are a new resident to this area and unsure what will grow and thrive here or if you are thinking about refreshing or upgrading your existing landscaping, a unique opportunity is available to you. Texas Cooperative Extension will be offering a 7 week course in Rockport starting on Tuesday Oct 2th from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. that covers everything you need to know to plan and implement a beautiful and effective landscape for your property. By the time that you finish on November 13th, you will be discussing your plan with other members of the class and amazing yourself at what you know.

Space is limited and registration is required by Tuesday, September 25, 2007. The tuition of $70 is for a family of one or more. This includes drafting supplies that you will keep, handouts, a soil test and refreshments. Enrollment is limited to 40 individuals so get your application and check turned in soon.

This class will cover all the elements that are necessary for you to confidently proceed with your project. This seven night course will walk you and your family through the steps in planning and design, resulting in your own unique design that meets your needs, just in time for spring planting. Specifically it will include: 1) All the skills, tools and materials needed to produce a scale drawing of your land and ideas; 2) The seven steps used in planning the perfect landscape; 3) Introduction to soil and bed preparation; 4) Methods of composting to produce free fertilizer for your plants; 5) Turf selection, maintenance and watering; 6) How to conduct an irrigation audit to achieve the most effective water management practices; 7) Common pitfalls in adding hardscape, beds and trees to your plan; 8) Plant and tree selection of native and adapted plants that use less water and 9) Special topics like rainwater harvesting, wildlife gardening and Japanese gardens.

All of the topics covered will take the “Earthkind” approach to gardening recommended by Texas Cooperative Extension. These recommended practices are designed to reduce yard waste, reduce fertilizers and pesticides and conserve water—all major issues facing the people of the Coastal Bend.

Most homeowners do not realize that their day-to-day landscaping practices often have a negative impact on the water quality in our bays. Poor design and mismanagement of residential landscapes is the major contributor to fertilizer and pesticide pollution reaching our waterways. A few simple changes that you will hear about in this course can transform your yard into an environmentally friendly landscape while saving you time and money.

If you and/or you and family members would like to enroll please call Texas Cooperative Extension at 361-790-0103 or stop by the office at 611 E. Mimosa Monday through Friday between 8:00 AM and 5:00 PM to pick up an enrollment form. 

Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the County Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance. Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

