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GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS

TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

BECOME A MASTER GARDENER

By Elayne Arne, Master Gardener, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardeners

Summer is here and it is too hot to work outside. This is a good time to consider becoming an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener. Class dates are August 7, 2007 through December 4, 2007. This extensive fifty hour class is sponsored by Texas Cooperative Extension and covers all aspects of gardening. Instructors are local horticultural experts and state Extension specialists. Classes meet 1:30 PM– 5 PM each Tuesday and most will be held in Rockport. Participants also volunteer a minimum of twenty hours a year in projects designed to bring horticulture education to our community.

The tuition is $175.00 of which $50 is returned upon completion of training requirements. Need based scholarships are available. Space is limited and reservations are required by July 31, 2007. For reservations or more information, call Texas Cooperative Extension, Aransas County at 361-790-0103 or stop by the office at 611 E. Mimosa, Rockport, TX, Monday through Friday between 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM to pick up an enrollment form.

This is an excellent opportunity to learn about horticulture from the experts. Later, that knowledge will be shared with the community through volunteer service. Master Gardener graduates of this program of instruction are actively volunteering all over Aransas and San Patricio counties. They answer telephone requests for gardening information at the Texas Cooperative Extension office and speak to local groups. Master Gardeners maintain the Green Acres Demonstration Gardens at the Extension office in Rockport, and conduct seminars, classes and workshops. Local Master Gardeners work on community garden projects and write newspaper articles about local gardening. Master Gardener volunteers find there is something for each person’s special talents and interests in the many community horticulture education projects that the group has underway.

Aransas is noted for its volunteers – men and women who give their time, money and energy to help make life better for others. If you are a gardening enthusiast, consider making a difference for others by becoming an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener in your community this year.

Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin. Individuals with disabilities, who require an auxiliary aid, service or accommodation in order to participate in any of the aforementioned activities are encouraged to contact the County Extension office at least eight days prior to the program for assistance.

