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GARDENING WITH THE MASTER GARDENERS

TEXAS COOPERATIVE EXTENSION

BARKLICE – THAT MYSTERIOUS WEBBING

By Charlotte Wall, Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener

As summer arrives, we start getting calls about the mysterious webbing that appears on trees. This is the silk webbing produced by barklice which typically appears in late summer (June through August), coinciding with onset of long periods of high humidity. The webbing of barklice can completely envelop the trunk and large branches of a tree seemingly overnight. Oaks and pecan are most commonly affected in the Gulf Coast region.

Barklice are not lice at all, but tiny (less than 1/8” long) brownish insects that don’t even look like lice. Barklice belong to the insect Order Psocoptera. The adults have 2 pairs of wings held roof-like over the body when at rest, and have long thin antennae. They are communal, living together underneath the protective layers of silken webbing. Their web provides protection from predators while allowing the insects to feed, acting as scavengers. 

Barlice are considered beneficial insects because they consume excess accumulations of fungi, algae, dead bark and other materials that occur on the tree trunks and large limbs, in effect “cleaning house” for our trees.

Barklice do not eat leaves or the bark of the tree, nor do they damage the tree by boring into the bark. Although they may be viewed as unsightly, they are short-lived and disappear with the onset of cooler temperatures in the fall.

Because the barklice are harmless and providing a service to us, treatment is not recommended.

For more information or questions about local gardening, contact an Aransas/San Patricio Master Gardener at Texas Cooperative Extension, Aransas County Office, by email at aransas-tx@tamu.edu, by phone 790-0103, or Mondays through Fridays from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m., at 611 East Mimosa, Rockport. Visit the Extension web page and Master Gardener Newsletter at http://aransas-tx.tamu.edu. Extension education programs serve people of all ages, regardless of socioeconomic level, race, color, sex, religion, handicap or national origin.

Green Acres Demonstration Garden is co-located with Texas Cooperative Extension, Aransas County Office. The gardens are free and open to the public during daylight hours, seven days a week.

