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Aransas County’s natural horticultural beauty is going to the landfill one dump truck load at a time. Some of the reasons persons from Texas urban areas and even from other states choose to live here is for the wooded terrain including wildflowers the abundance of migrant and local birds; and the bays at our doorstep. While the water will remain, the other two resources are rapidly dwindling.

A recent article in the Corpus Christi Caller-Times tells of Rufus Stephens, urban biologists with the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, who is promoting wildscaping. Wildscaping allows builders and developers to preserve or restore not only the large canopy trees, but also the valuable understory plants – in our case yaupon holly, sweet bay trees, wax myrtle, American beautyberry, coral bean and many other species attractive to birds as well as humans. Although several local yards have been designated as Certified Wildlife Habitats, it is easier to preserve what is already here rather than to destroy and replant.

Some local builders are already using the wildscapes concept and as the economic benefit of it becomes apparent, similar developments may follow. Residents don’t have to drive many miles south to see the “barren vista” look that Rockport-Fulton could sport one day if our God-given resources aren’t at least partially preserved.  Even though local gardeners may not want to use all native trees and shrubs, planting one or two local understory species beneath a love oak will benefit the landscape, the bird population and help preserve the count’s natural beauty.

As their normal habitat and food sources are diminished, white-tailed deer become more of a nuisance in area yards.  While a hungry deer will eat almost any plant, introduced species such as hibiscus become the meal of choice.  Several deer deterrents from coyote urine to Irish Spring soap have been used to repel these nibblers, with limited success.  However, certain types of plants are somewhat deer resistant, and provide protection for more tasty varieties if planted as a barrier in front.  Among these are plants with pungent foliage – the lantanas and salvias – as well as gray leafed species like Texas sage and santolina.  Common shrubs such as Japanese yew, oleander, nandina, pomegranate, pineapple guava and yau0pon holly also resist their snacking.

A thick planting of fragrant herbs – rosemary, thyme, oregano including Mexican oregano, garlic chives, Mexican mint marigold, and sweet marjoram among others help keep deer away  from less resistant species.  Wedelia, often used as a groundcover, is also not a deer favorite.  Larkspur, periwinkles, zinnias and marigolds are annuals listed in the deterrent group – but so are yuccas, and these seem to be especially targeted by white-tails.  Some of the damage may not be from feeding however but from bucks rubbing the velvet from their antlers or marking their territory.  Broken limbs and denuded bark on small trees indicate male deer have made night-time visit.  Local gardeners build wire cages around small trees they want to save.  Cages may not be beautiful but they allow these babies to reach a size deer can’t harm.

