POMEGRANATE
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FIRST PART OF THIS ARTICLE IS MISSING FROM RECORDS


For unknown climatic reasons, certain old favorites will bloom more spectacularly in some years than in others and 2001 seems to be the year of the pomegranate with local specimens sporting a myriad of bright orange red flowers. White and pink variegated flowers can also be found for sale as well as those with carnation like double flowers.


The pomegranate is the center of legends and lore in many cultures. The erect calyx lobes of the fruit were the inspiration for Solomon’s crown and for all crowns after that and some believe the pomegranate to be the “Tree of Life” in the Garden of Eden. Although native to other parts of the world, pomegranates have naturalized in coastal areas of the southern United States. They were originally brought to Mexico from Spain and from there to early Spanish mission is the U.S. they are recorded in Texas garden books as early as 1860 and at that time were grown more for their fruit than as an ornamental. One variety found today “Wonderful” produces edible fruit although it must be picked and allowed to age at room temperature for a month or two before developing flavor. Pomegranates can also be made into syrups and jellies but most gardeners grow them for their ease of culture and attractive flowers amid shiny green leaves. Requiring only sun and deep soil with good drainage, these deciduous plants withstand drought well and won’t often freeze in this area.

