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LEAD IN I


Insects and diseases are not the ony problems homwoeners must contend with in maintaining their lawns. Gophers, moles and armadillos aalso find lush green areas to their liking. Armadillos tear up turf in their search for grubs and other tasty insects, but as development occurs and their habitat is lessened, armadillo damage decreases. Moles also eat insectas and surf through the sand looking for them. If enough unsightly tunnels are present in the lawn, walking in the yard can be difficult, and even hazardous for persons whose mobikity is impaired. Elimination of grubs and other insects that they feed on, as well as trapping will reduce the population of these carnivores.

LEAD IN II

Many homeowners, especially with newly established lawns, have trouble keeping them green and free of insects and disease.  To compound the problem, gophers, moles and even leaf-cutter ants, all active throughout the year, seem to be particularly busy in fall as they harvest their winter supplies.  Gopher mounds can be everywhere as the little rodents stock their burrows in preparation


Moles eat grubs and other insects, surfing through the sand to find them.  The tunnels they form as they hunt bugs makes walking in the yard difficult, even hazardous for persons whose mobility is impaired.  Elimination of grubs and other insects that they feed on, as well as trapping, will reduce the population of these carnivores.  


Attwater’s pocket gophers, the local species, are another story.  They also burrow underground, but are herbivores, eating plants rather than insects.  Feeding burrows are only 6 to 12 inches below ground are sometimes mistaken for mole tunnels, while their main burrows, used for nesting and food storage, can be as deep as 6 feet.  Large gopher mounds are formed when dirt is pushed to the surface as the burrow is excavated.  The plugged opening is off to one side of the crescent shaped mound.


The diameter of a mole tunnel is only about 2 or 3 fingers in size, since moles are smaller than gophers.  Gopher tunnels are more fist sized, about the diameter of a soft drink can.  Gophers are more destructive in the landscape, eating roots and other parts of just about any plant around and tearing up grass along the way, especially as they form “feed holes” to get to the surface where they have smelled a tasty item.  Sometimes they even reach for acorns.  Unlike the usual large mound of sand, feed holes show only small piles of soil and are surrounded by a band of underground debris.  After a time, dead grass spots may line the trail of feeding burrows.


Besides destroying turf, gophers also eat the roots of annuals and perennials.  Unlucky gardeners may find wilted, rootless plants standing where once a favorite flower bloomed.  Some people have seen whole plants disappear before their eyes as if was pulled into a gopher tunnel.  It is no wonder desperate gardeners will try anything from noise-making devices, to plants reputed to deter both gophers and moles, to jalapeno peppers and chewing gum placed in the feeding tunnels.  None have been proven to work.  Gophers don’t hibernate and are active all year, besides producing up to three litters of offspring a season in irrigated areas such as home lawns.  While cats, owls, snakes, dogs, coyotes, and even blue herons eat pocket gophers, they aren’t able to completely eliminate them from the yard.  A gopher’s home territory can cover 200 to 2000 square feet, and they can get away from most predators – even plugging burrows with soil to keep shakes away.


Trapping and poison baits are the two most successful methods of gopher control.  Several types of traps are available, including a two pronged pincher trap and a box trap.  When using the pincher type an entry to a main burrow should be dug from the opening in a fresh mound.  Place two traps in the tunnel facing opposite directions to catch the little varmint from whichever way he comes.  Some people bait the trap with vegetables such as lettuce or carrots, but bait isn’t necessary.  Be sure a wire is attached to the trap and fastened to something that the gopher can’t pull into the hole.  After the traps are placed, the opening should be covered with a rock, board or other object to keep out the light.


Bait, too, should be placed in the fresh opening of an underground burrow using a long handles spoon or by dropping it down a piece of pope.  Never leave it on the surface for birds or other animals to find.  The most common bait for home use is zinc phosphide; although strychnine treated grain is also used.  This is a toxic product and is more suitable for agricultural areas than a city backyard.  Whatever bait is chosen, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s directions.

