Resolutions

By Joan Howie

LEAD IN I

Most New Year’s resolutions consist of things to do. Gardeners need to make lists of things NOT to do. Avoiding the following common mistakes will help save time, money and effort in 1997.

LEAD IN II


At the end of the year, most people reflect on the past and vow to improve in the year ahead even when they don’t make a list of formal resolutions.  Gardeners have many ways they can improve landscape care by making a list of things not to do in this next year.


*  TURFGRASS  Over fertilizing, over watering.  In their zeal to have the greenest lawn in town, many homeowners supply so much nitrogen that the lawn succumbs to brownpatch, take-all patch or other fungal diseases.  Lawn area should be measured and the amount of fertilizer calculated to deliver 1 pound of nitrogen to 1000/sq.ft. 3 or 4 times a year, depending on the type of turf.  Use less on St. Augustine in shade.  (Now is the time to have a soil test done to determine which nutrients are lacking).  Grass should be watered when it looks dry of when footprints show as you walk through it.  Except in very hot weather, an inch of water a week, applied so leaves don’t stay wet at night, is enough.  Water deeply, but less often.


*  Ornamentals  Use of species not suited for this climate.  Plants need to be adapted for agricultural zone 9 or 10 as well as be able to tolerate high humidity; alkaline soil; climate extremes including long, scorching summers with high nighttime temperatures; salt and wind.  Native plants are stars here.  Vow not to set ornamental shrubbery too close to the foundation or walkways.

*  VEGETABLES  Poor soil preparation, erratic watering.  Much of the soil in Aransas County is sandy, providing excellent drainage but not much moisture retention.  Lots of organic matter must be dug in to help beds hold moisture and nutrients.  Even then, vegetables need plenty of added fertilizer, either inorganic or organic (bone meal, cottonseed meal, guano, kelp, etc.) to produce a good crop.  Vegetables from seed to harvest, also require a steady supply of water.  The effects of poor watering practices show up especially in blossom-end rot tomatoes. 
*  TREES  Over-pruning, pruning in the wrong season.  While dead wood can be removed at any time, late winter is the best time to cut into live branches; insects that cause oak wilt and other diseases aren’t around in cold weather.  Most trees require little pruning, and never topping – the practice of giving trees a severe “flat-top”.  Over-lapping branches, broken limbs, branches low enough to be hazardous must be cut away from buildings, the tree was planted too close in the first place. 

*  PEST CONTROL  Wrong product, indiscriminant use.  Of all the mistakes gardeners make, the one with the most potential for harm in improper use of pesticides.  The result is seen in the development of super-bugs, those that are resistant to every chemical along with the destruction of beneficial insects that not only control their harmful relatives, but also pollinate crops.  Pesticides should be used when as insect pest is identified, not as a preventative measure.  Then the least toxic product that will control should be chosen.  Finally, product labels must be read carefully and followed, including recommendations for protective clothing and clean-up.  Over use of toxic products that end up in the bay is not conducive to keeping Aransas County beautiful. 

By using common sense in gardening activities, we all will

have a healthy as well as happy year.
