RESOLUTIONS II

BY JOAN HOWIE

LEAD I


New Years gardening resolutions are easier to keep than personal ones. Here are some recycled from last year. If you didn’t do it in 2000, try again in 2001.

LEAD II


Tired of New years resolutions that are broken by the end of the month? Try making gardening resolutions rather than personal ones. It is easier to garden right than it is to lose weight, one of the most common promises we make ourselves.

LEAD III


Gardeners recycle everything from containers to compost so recycling New years resolutions is to be expected., especially if like most resolutions they were “gently used”. How many of last year’s EARTHKIND recommendations of the Texas Cooperative extension Service were actually followed? 


Resolving to use the EARTHKIND program of the  Extension Service is a good place to start. Guidelines have been developed that not only protect the environment but will also result in successful, productive gardening in 2001. Begin now to:


Start and keep a compost pile and use the final product in the garden.


Choose organic pesticides when possible, and the least toxic chemicals when necessary.


Encourage natural predators to destroy garden pests: develop a fondness for spiders, toads and lady bugs.


Rotate crops, plant cereal rye for nematode control and use row covers to repel insects.


Be sparing with water – use drip irrigation and water lawns early in the moring to minimize evaporation.


Plant varieties of fruit and vegetables that are recommended for the Coastal bend


Landscape with indigenous and adapted plants that don’t require lots of water or pesticides.


Mulch beds and use organic weed barriers.


Use care when mowing and edging not to damage trees.


Leave grass clippings on the lawn or add them to the compost pile.


Watch for the next toxic waste pick up and get rid of those old containers of outdated and illegal pesticides.


Follow directions for all yard products. If a little is good, a lot is NOT better.


Share your produce with non-gardening friends.

