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LEAD IN I

Horticulturalists have been trying for several years to find the cause of oleander die-back in this area, especially in Key Allegro. They have tested for fungus, bacteria, root rot and nematodes but no pathgen could be found. At last, an oleander disease has appeared that plant pathologists can diagnose easily – it is oleander leaf scorch or OLS. The major symptoms are yellowing along the tips and edges of oleander leaves followed by scorching of margins and leaf tips. Twigs and branches die back and within 2 years the entire plant may die.

LEAD IN II

While in the past oleander diseases have been difficult to diagnosis, one has appeared that plant pathologists can identify easily.  It is oleander leaf scorch or OLS.  The major symptoms are yellowing along the tips and edges of oleander leaves followed by scorching of margins and leaf tips.  Twigs and branches die back and within two years the entire plant may die.

This disease was first diagnosed in southern California about 10 years ago and since then it has spread to new areas including Arizona and Texas.  The organism that causes OLS is a bacterium, Xyella fastidiosa.  A different strain of this organism causes a similar disease in grape, peach and plum.  Xyella, causing Pierce’s disease, is the main reason that grapes can’t be easily grown in Texas.  OLS is spread by an insect, the glassy-winged sharpshooter.  This bug is hard to spot as it flies quickly from place to place, circling stems to hide from observers.

So far the best control for oleander leaf scorch is to remove infected plants.  Even if sharpshooter leaf hoppers are present, with the host gone, they won’t spread OLS to other oleanders when they feed.  The infection is systemic, but removing dead limbs and branches will reduce the occurrence of secondary diseases.  Stressed plants are more susceptible to infection so keeping them will fertilized and watered will help protect them.

Fungal infections may mimic this bacterial disease, causing browning of leaves.  Still other unknown causes also can cause die-back in oleanders so OLS may not be a factor in most oleander diseases.  However, it has been confirmed in Rockport by the plant disease diagnostic lab at Texas A&M University.  Forms to send specimens there can be obtained from the Extension Service.  Call 790-0103 or go by the office at Green Acres, Pearl Street and Mimosa.

Bacteria cause several types of infections in plants.  Often the lesions on twigs and leaves are sunken and look “water-slaked”; bacterial leaf spots are usually round rather than angular. 

Master Gardener classes are taught a simple way to identify some bacterial disease.  Cut through the infected area of a leaf, and then hold the cut edge in a clear glass of water.  The bacteria will be seen streaming from the cut into the water.  Want to learn more about how to identify plant diseases as well as other aspects of gardening?  Sign up now for the new Master Gardener course that is beginning in August.

Classes for San Patricio/Aransas County students begin August __ and continue through December __, with Thanksgiving week off.  The Tuesday afternoon classes will be held from 1:30-5:00 PM at ____________________________.  The $150 fee covers the handbook, print-outs and refreshments.  To register and for more information, call (361) 790-0103 or go by the Aransas County Extension office at Green Acres (611 E. Mimosa) in Rockport.  The hours at the Extension Office are:_________________.

Remember that now is the time to check for and treat for grubs in turf, especially where they have caused damage in the past.  They are easier to kill now while they are small.  Garden Centers have several approved products – just be sure the package label specifies grubs and use as directed.

