LAWN CHLOROSIS II AND WATERING LAWNS

By Joan Howie

Most lawns look good now but hard times are coming. Spring fertilization is still working, especially if a slow release nitrogen was used. We have had more rain than many sections of the country and it is a little early for most damaging insects to appear but soon dry weather and bugs will take their toll. It pays to plan ahead and keep a close eye out for danger signs.


Water is one of the primary needs of turf grass. There is s fine line between watering too much and not enough. Dr. Gene Taylor, turf management specialist with the Texas Agricultural Extension service says that when grass looks wilted and blades roll up and if walking across the lawn leaves footprints it is time to get out the sprinklers. The best time to water is in the morning when the winds and temperatures are down, minimizing evaporation, and the dew will be washed off, minimizing the incidence of disease. Fungal diseases also are promoted with late evening watering which leaves blades wet overnight. Water that stands in low spots also encourages fungi so leveling the lawn may reduce Brownpatch and other diseases. With deep watering, roots grow deeper and make healthier grass; Sprinkling lightly causes roots to grow near the surface. Water until the top 4 top 6 inches of soil are wet. Which usually takes ½ to 1 inch of water. Sandy soil will need to be watered more often than clay, and sunny yards take more water than shady ones. Close mowing along with frequent fertilization also increases the need for water. During summer, mowing height should be raised ½ to an inch. Mow St Augustine at 3 inches but mow bermudagrass and zoysia no higher than 2 inches.


If grass is yellowing, lack of nitrogen may be the cause. Lawns in sandy country such as ours need fertilizer more often than those in clay soils because the nitrogen leaches out faster. Bermudagrass requires more nitrogen than St. Augustine. If grass begins to ywllow, an early summer application of nitrogen will help. Ammonium sulfate, 21-0-0 is a suitable source of nitrogen, but must be used with care in hot weather. Unless it is watered in well, grass will burn and look worse. No more than 1 pound of soluable nitrogen per 1000 square feet of grass should be applied which amounts to less than 5 pounds (4.8 to be exact) of 21-0-0. half this amount may be enough if a slow release nitrogen fertilizer was used in the spring. Remember, adding nitrogen will make grass grow fast, requiring more frequent mowing and watering. Turf experts have found that providing more than 4 ponds of nitrogen per 1000 square feet in a year only adds to increased growth, not heath of grass.


Another cause of yellowing is iron chlorosis. New blades show cholorosis first and will be light green to yellow to almost white, often with striping. The veins of grass – and other plants showing this condition - remain green, while the tissue in between loses color. Although our soils are rich in iron, chemically it is tied up and not available to plants because of the soil’s alkalinity. A chelated iron which is available form for plant use can be added to the soil. Use the highest recommended dose for best results. Iron sulfate, (copperas) also can be used. Apply 10 pounds of copperas per 1000 square feet or use as a foliar spray at 4 tablespoons per gallon of water. The greening will be temporary and spraying will need to be repeated. Iron stains clothing, buildings and driveways so use carefully. Unlike nitrogen, use of iron won’t increase water needs.

