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LEAD I 

Burning hot days are not conducive to gardening but some outdoor jobs still need to be done in June and July.

LEAD II

Summer is better spent doing fun things rather than tackling gardening chores, but some outdoor jobs still need to be done this month.

  Landscape horticulturist Dr. William C. Welch with Texas A&M University has provided a garden checklist so we won’t forget anything important.

· Take a walk around the landscape while it is at its peak and make notes of what needs to be replaced, or over-grown plants that need to be removed.  Look for places where hard surfaces such as patios and walk-ways could be added.  This type of landscaping reduces the need for turf and makes room for family activities.  These are good projects for next winter,

· Continue to keep an eye out for insects and disease.  Spider mites are active in hot weather.  Spider mites or red spider are not insects but tiny red mites related to ticks and chiggers. They suck juices from the undersides of leaves causing small stipled areas on the surface. Ina heavy infestation, leaves may appear bleached with fine webs present, yellow or reddish eggs can be found there also, as well as mite droppings. Spider mites are attracted to some plants more than others – tomatoes and marigolds are two of these. Symptoms are browning leaf tips, spreading throughout the plant. To find mites it may be necessary to shake the susp[ected areas over a sheet of white paper and examine it with a magnifying glass. 

· Although several insecticides and miticides can be used for treatment – among them malathion, pyrethin plus rotenone and resmethrin as well as horticultural oil (light) – one of the most effective deterrents is a strong spray of water on the underside of leaves. The water treatment may need to be used several times for good ontrol. If annual species are heavily invested they should be removed to reduce the population in beds scheduled for later planting. Sometimes in a heavy infestation it is better to dispose of the plant rather than to try to treat it.  Soapy water will remove many insects; if using insecticidal soap follow directions carefully as it can burn leaves in hot weather.

· Re-blooming salvias should be pruned back periodically during the summer by removing the spent flowers and a few inches of stem below.  Hedge shears can be used for large clumps.  Prune fall-blooming perennials such as autumn asters, Mexican marigold mint, chrysanthemums and Salvia leucantha to keep them compact and to reduce the need for staking.  Don’t prune after September 1 or flower buds will be destroyed.

· The best way to conserve moisture in garden beds is mulching.  Mulches are usually applied 2 to 6 inches deep.  The coarser the material, the deeper the mulch should be.  A 2 inch layer of cotton seed hulls will have about the same mulching effect as 6 inches of straw or 4 inches of coastal Bermuda hay.

· There is still time to sow seeds of heart-tolerant summer annuals such as zinnias and portulaca and to set out transplants of periwinkle, salvia, marigold and purslane.  If annuals have died off due to fungal disease, don’t replant in the same bed.  Don’t let seeds dry out; keep transplants well watered.

· To keep flowers blooming remove dead blossoms and fertilize lightly every 4 to 6 weeks.  Water container plants often during dry periods.  Houseplants can be moved outside this month,  Sink pots in a cool, shaded garden bed to prevent them from drying out too quickly.  Irrigate potted plants and hanging baskets often, but water potted bougainvillea sparingly; over-watering and poor drainage often kills these plants.

· Now is the time to plan for next spring’s bulb garden,  After leaves of flowering bulbs have died back they can be cut off  If bulbs are over-crowded, this is the time to thin them.  Crowded bulbs produce fewer and smaller flowers each year.  Spade them up and thin out the stand and replant immediately in prepared beds.  Bulbs usually need thinning every three or four years/

· Don’t forget roses when fertilizing.  Apply small amounts of organic or chemical fertilizer immediately after a flush of bloom or every 4 to 6 weeks.

· Select daylily varieties now when colors and forms can be seen.

