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Most spring gardening chores have already been done, but some projects are on-going.  When flowers are blooming as profusely as they do in May it is hard to keep them dead-headed, but picking spent flowers before they go to seed is important if they are to keep on blossoming.  When a plant forms seeds, it knows it will reproduce.  Once its earthly job is done, it ceases to bloom and becomes fodder for the compost pile.  Some flowers such as impatiens are self cleaning and keep blooming without any dead=heading.  Others have a limited bloom period even when flowers are kept picked and others such as pansies die when the weather turns hot.  But summer flowering annuals and perennials need to have dead blossoms removed.


Roses should be fertilized every four to six weeks with a balanced fertilizer.  If black spot becomes a problem, treat plants with an approved fungicide at 7 day intervals.  Just as important, remove diseased leaves from the area before they become a source of re-infection.  Climbing roses can be pruned after they have completed their spring bloom period.  Cut out dead and weak wood at any time.


Even though faded yellow leaves of spring flowering bulbs including Easter lilies are not very attractive, they should be left to die down naturally.  The bulbs are storing up nutrients for next year’s blossoming.


Portulaca, or moss rose, and its hybrid (Purslane) are excellent summer flowers and can be used in hanging baskets, as ground cover or as edging for beds.  They enjoy hot sun and don’t use much water.  Other summer annuals that can be planted from seeds or transplants are zinnias, marigolds, cosmos and periwinkles.


An exciting introduction by Extension horticulturists is a new petunia, Laura Bush, that withstands Texas heat better than ordinary types and blooms all summer.  Laura Bush Petunia, is an offspring of a hardy South American petunia called the VIP – Violet in Profusion.  Dainty and durable, the VIP is known for its many small bell-shaped violet colored flowers and spreading habit.  The Laura Bush Petunia shares these attributes but the fragrant blossoms, in either violet or pink, are twice as large and the leaves are darker and greener.  This re-seeding petunia has been classified as a Texas Superstar.  Petunias need at least 7 hours of full sun a day, and should be fertilized monthly.  Drip irrigation is the watering method of choice since petunia blossoms close if water gets in them.


Drip irrigation is also valuable for saving water in the landscape.  While not useful for large expanses of grass, it works well in flower and vegetable beds and for shrubbery.  Although drip irrigation doesn’t reduce the amount of water plants need, it does reduce evaporation and run-off as well as keep the water at plant roots rather than watering everything in the area including pathways and weeds.  The basic components of a drip irrigation system are water source, filter, delivery lines and some type of emitter.  Timers are also available to turn water off and on.  Complicated systems can be set up by most handy gardeners with emitters placed precisely as needed.  Lines can be buried under the surface as beds are prepared, but emitters and loops should be on top of the ground so they can be checked for stoppage.  For technically-challenged gardeners, soaker hoses with tiny holes down their length are available and work well for long, straight garden areas.


It is important to know when and for how long to water.  Horticulturists say morning watering is best and that the system should be operated for no longer than 8 to 12 hours.  Roots that absorb water best are in the top 6-12 inches of soil which contains a lot of oxygen, unlike deeper soil layers.  Oxygen is necessary for water to be absorbed by plants; without oxygen they can’t take up water and the roots will drown.  (These plants wilt and are often given even more water).  The practice of alternating soaking and drying out the soil is also harmful to plants which need uniform moisture. 


If mulch in flower beds and shrub borders has deteriorated replenish it with shredded bark, hay, wood chips or other organic material.  Mulch conserves water and helps keep weeds out.

