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Insects that are emerging now spell trouble for local lawns.  June bugs, also known as May or June beetles are coming out of the ground and are banging against porch windows and lights.  Soon they will mate and become the parents of white grubs, (grubworms) that harm turf by feeding on roots and other underground plant parts.  Some white grubs are the larvae of other species of beetle such as the southern masked chafer.  Bermudagrass, zoysia and St. Augustine are all affected by grubs.  Damaged areas in lawns become yellowish and eventually turn brown.  The whole grass plant can be pulled up, and where extensive damage occurs, entire sections of sod can be rolled up from the ground.  Knowing the insect’s life cycle can help homeowners know when to look for grubs to prevent damage to their lawns.


Most grub producing insects take a year to complete their life cycle.  The May beetle requires two years to develop but for beetles with one year cycles, the adults emerge from the soil and fly at night, usually after a hard rain or deep watering.  Their flights may last for several weeks.  Mating and egg laying occur during these times.  Males, but no females, are attracted to lights and often sound like hail hitting windows and doors.  After mating, females dig holes 2 to 5 inches in the soil and lay 30 to 40 eggs which hatch in about 2 weeks.  The creamy white, curved larvae, or grubs, pass through three larval stages, or instars.  The first two instars last about 3 weeks, but the third instar actively feeds until cool weather. These do most of the turf damage because of their large size and voracious appetites.  When cool weather arrives, grubs stop feeding so treatment during the winter is ineffective.  The pupal state where the grub transforms into an adult beetle follows the third instar.  This state lasts about 3 weeks during the spring.


The best time to check for grubs and to treat if necessary is five to six weeks after the heaviest June beetle flight.  In this part of Texas, optional treatment times for grubs are late June to early July.  To check for grubs, examine several sites in the lawn taking soil samples about 4 inches across and at least 4 inches deep – deeper in sand soil.  If over five grubs are found in a square foot total sample per 1000 sq ft., treatment may be justified.  Don’t treat damaged turf “just in case” as the problem may be a fungus disease such as Take-all patch.  Several insecticides are registered to use for grubs including diazinon and isofenphos (Oftenol*).  Watering deeply the day before application will help chemicals penetrate better but don’t treat before a heavy rain is expected.


Non chemical controls include beneficial nematodes; (“Milky spore” has not proved effective for Texas grubs).  Spiked sandals used for aerating turf have shown to reduce grub populations up to 50% in heavy infestations.


As the weather heats up and the air becomes drier, chinch bugs become active in lawns.  These tiny insects, black with white wings, scurry through the turf, piercing and sucking nutrients out of the grass blades.  As they move to grass surrounding areas on which they have already fed, irregular yellow spots become more noticeable.  It may take a hands and knees examination to find them, but when they are present in large enough numbers to cause damage they aren’t hard to spot.  They are often more numerous along the edges of cement sidewalks or driveways – places that are extra hot.  They can also be floated out by placing a large open-ended coffee can in the ground at the edge of the damaged area and filling it with water.  When chinch bugs are actually found is the time to control them with an approved insecticide.  Only infested areas need treating, not the whole lawn.  Never treat for anything “just in case”.
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