April Checklist, Bagworms, Aphids

By Joan Howie, Master Gardener Volunteer


April is a prime garden month for South Texans – and plenty of chores still need to be done before hot summer sets in.  Dr. William C. Welch, Landscape Horticulturist with Texas A&M University in College Station, provides a helpful checklist for homeowners.


*Prune spring-flowering shrubs soon after flowering.  Keep the natural shape of the plant in mind as you prune, and avoid excessive cutting except where necessary to control size.


*Roses have high fertilizer requirements.  For most soils use a complete fertilizer for the first application just as new growth starts, then use ammonium sulfate or other high nitrogen source every 4 to 6 weeks, just as the new growth cycle starts after a flowering cycle.  Cottonseed meal, alfalfa meal and composted manures are organic sources of fertilizer that can be used.


*Climbing hybrid tea or other climbing roses may be pruned as soon as they finish blooming.


*Rejuvenate and increase the life of annual beds by removing spent flowers, trimming back excessive growth, and applying fertilizer.


*Don’t forget to apply an acid type fertilizer at the recommended rate to azaleas when they have finished flowering.  Don’t over fertilize as azalea roots are near the surface and damage can occur.  Water thoroughly after fertilizing.  When calculating fertilizer needs split the total amount into 3 equal amounts and apply each portion at two week intervals.  Water thoroughly. 


*Watch for bagworms on junipers and other narrow-leafed evergreens.  Control with Sevin dust or spray when bags are about ½ inch in length.  Also continue to check plants for aphids.


*Many flower or vegetable seeds left over after planting can be saved for the next season by closing the packets with tape or paper clips and storing in a sealed glass jar in your refrigerator.


*Start weeding early in the flower garden.  Weeds use nutrients and water that should go to ornamentals.  A mulch discourages weed growth and makes those that come up easier to pull.


*Soil purchased for use in beds, low areas and containers should be examined closely.  Often nut grass “nuts”, other weeds, nematodes and soilborne diseases are brought into the yard through contaminated soil.


*Check new tender growth for aphids.  A few can be tolerated, but large numbers should be controlled.  If washing them off with a stream of water doesn’t work, use an approved pesticide, following label directions.  Also watch for salt-marsh caterpillars, also called “woolybears”, which are prevalent now and can quickly strip all kinds of ornamentals.  Covered with long black, brownish or yellowish hairs, these larvae grow to 2 inches long and may produce 4 generations annually.  They are easily removed by hand (for the non-squeamish) and a quick stomp of the foot eliminates them.


*Continue sowing seeds of warm season annuals directly into beds in which they will grow.  Suggestions are amaranthus, celosia, cosmos, marigold, portulaca and zinnias.  Keep seeded areas moist until germination occurs.  Be sure to thin out excess plants when they are large enough to transplant to other areas.  (Or just pitch them – hard though it is to do.)


*For instant color, purchase started annual plants.  Select short, compact plants.  Any flower or flower buds should be pinched off to give plants an opportunity to become established. 


One source of herbs for the garden will be the “Back by Popular Demand Herb Sale” coming Saturday April 20 from 8 A.M. till noon.  So many people missed out on herbs at the recent Master Gardener plant sale that more flats have been ordered and a large variety will be available.  Some unusual and hard to find species can be found there, so come check them out.  All 4 inch pots are $2.00.  The sale is being held in the vegetable garden at Green Acres, the Aransas County Extension Office headquarters, at Mimosa and Pearl Street across from the Aransas County Public Library parking lot.  For more information, call the extension office at 361-790-0103.

